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CONSTITUTION
OF THE
G E N E R A L  A S S O C I A T I O N .
1st. This body shall be called the G e n e r a l  A s so c ia tio n  o f  
B a p t is t s , in  K e n t u c k y .
2d. This Association shall be composed of representatives 
from such Baptist Churches and Associations as are in regular 
standing.
3d. Every Church and Association contributing annually to 
the funds of this Association, shall be entitled to a repre­
sentation.
4th. This Association shall, in a special manner, aim to pro­
mote, by every legitimate means, the prosperity of the cause of 
God in this State.
5th. It is distinctly understood, that this Association shall 
have no ecclesiastical authority.
6th. At each meeting of this Association, there shall be 
elected, by ballot, a Moderator, Recording Secretary, Corres­
ponding Secretary, Treasurer, and fifty Managers, (nine of 
whom shall be a quorum,) who shall constitute a Board of Di­
rectors for the management of all the business of this Associa­
tion, during the recess of its Annual Meetings, and annually 
report to the same their proceedings.
7th. The Moderator, Secretaries, and Treasurer, shall per­
form the duties usually performed by such officers in similar 
Associations.
8th. All Associations contributing to this, and co-operating 
in its designs, shall be considered auxiliary to it.
9th. A General Agent may be appointed by the Association
or Board of Managers, whose duty it shall be to survey all the 
destitution, the means of supply, &c., and report regularly to 
the Board, so as to enable them to meet the wants of the desti­
tute. He shall also raise funds, and in every practical way pro­
mote the designs of the Association; for which he shall receive 
a reasonable support.
10th. Any visiting brethren, in good standing, as such shall 
be entitled to sit in Council in the Annual Sessions of this As­
sociation, but shall not have the right to vote.
11th. The Annual Meetings of this Association shall be on 
Saturday before the 3d Lords’s day in October.
12th. This Constitution may be amended or altered, (the 5th 
Article excepted,) by a concurrence of two-thirds of the mem­
bers present.
%
V
M I N U T E S ,  &e.
The T hird Anniversary o f the General Association of Baptists in 
Kentucky, was held in Elizabethtown, commencing October 24, 1840.
The Annual Sermon was preached by Elder G. Mason, from Isaiah lx, 22. 
Elder D. S. Colgan was chosen Moderator, and Brother S. H aycra ft, 
Secretary pro. tem.
The names o f Delegates from the following Churches and Associations 
were then enrolled— viz:
Long R un Association.— John L. Waller, R. Gailbreath,* W . C. Buck, 
John Finlay.* T. M. Rice, J. Eliot, F. A. Willard, B. C. Stephens,* and 
Samuel Baker— $¡33.f
First Baptist Church in Louisville.— Elder W . C. Buck, J. Eliot, and 
John L. Waller— $10.
Second Baptist Church in Louisville.— Elder F. A. Willard— $10. 
Bowling Green.— Elder J. M. Pendleton— $9.
L ittle Bethel Association.— Elder H. B. Wiggin— .$¡7 37 1-2. 
Bloomf'eld.— Elder W . Vaughan.
Brandenburg.— Elder S. L. Helm, Wm. Ditto and H. F. Able— $9. 
R ussellville.— John L. Norton and N. Long— $23.
Shelbyville.— Elder S. Baker, W . Jarvis and Thos. Hansbrough— $5. 
Hardinsburg.— John S. Lightfootand C. R. Moorman— $1.
New  Salem.— W . W . Wise and J. Samuels.
Union A ssociation.— Elder W . S. Wyman— $10.
Bethel Association.— Elder R. Rutherford.
R ussel’s Creek Association.— Elders W . M. Brown, R. Holman, D. S. 
Colgan, Z. Worley, J. Graham,* D. Miller,* and J. Miller*— $3  37 1-2. 
Owensboro’— C. C. Noel— $18 50.**
Goshen A ssociation.— Elders J. H. Brown, S. Buckhannon, W . Hawkins; 
and brethren J. Snider, O. Newman, W . L. Lewis, J. W . Flanagan, and T. 
Lowry— $15 25.
Mount Pleasant, Logan county.— G. S. Browning— $2.
* Not present.
t As reported by General Agent.
** $12 of this reported by General Agent.
6Hardin’s Creek.— E. T. Hickerson, and H. Thomas— $6 62.f
Pleasant Grove.— E lder T. M. Rice— $0 12.}:
Columbia.— Elder D. S. Colgan and Junius Caldwell— $1.
Mayslick.— Elder G. Mason— $10 12 1-2.
First Baptist Church in Lexington— per Elder G. Mason— $20.
Cloverport.— E. Fisher, G. G. Baggerly and J. Haynes— $8  OO.f
Elizabethtown.— Thomas Patton and Sami. Haycraft— $11 OO.f
South Fork.— John Duncan, J. T. Brown and C. Stiles.*
Covington.— E lder J. T. Robert*— $5 00f
Flemingsburg.— Elder A. G. Curry*— $6  00.
Cane R un.— Elder J. Leake*— $6  00.
Big Spring— per Elder J. Leake*— $5 50.
Female Missionary Society, Louisville— per Elder F. A. Willard— $31.
Panther Creek Home Mission Society— per brother John Haynes— $5.
Brethren Helm, J. II. Brown, and Eliot, appointed a com­
mittee to nominate a Moderator for the year, and Secretaries for 
this meeting; who, after a short consultation, reported, by nomi­
nating Elder W. C. Buck, for Moderator, and Elder James M. 
Pendleton and brother Junius Caldwell, for Secretaries, which 
nominations were confirmed, and the committee discharged.
Delegates from Corresponding Societies were invited to seats 
as follows, viz:
I llinois Baptist State Convention.— Elder Isaac Taylor Hinton.
Northern Baptist Association.— Elder J. T. Hinton.
A merican Baptist Home Mission Society.— Elder John Peck.
General Association of Indiana.— Elder George Matthews.
T ennessee Baptist Convention.— Elders T. G. Keen, R. B. C. Howell,* 
T. W . Haynes,1* and Brother J. H. Marshall.*
Brethren Waller, Mason, and Colgan, to examine and report 
upon the letters addressed to this Association.
Brethren of good standing invited to sit with us in Council.
The Report of the Board of Managers was then read by the 
Corresponding Secretary, and on motion, was referred to a 
committee, consisting of brethren Vaughan, Waller, Peck, and 
Baker, for revision. The same brethren are appointed a com­
mittee to prepare resolutions.
Brethren Haycraft and Eliot, appointed a committee to ar­
range the preaching for Lord’s-day.
Adjourned to meet at 7 o’clock, P. M. Benediction by 
Elder Willard.
S a t u r d a y  E v e n in g —-Met according to adjournment. Prayer 
by Elder T. J. Fisher.
t As reported by General Agent.
J Of this sum, $3 12J was reported by General Agent.
* Not present.
7Brethren Eliot, Willard, Jarvis, Worley, and J. II. Brown 
appointed a committee to nominate the oflicers of the Associa­
tion for the ensuing year.
The committee to whom the Report of the Board was referred, 
reported the same without amendment; whereupon it was 
moved that the Report be published, in support of which Elder 
Peck made an appropriate and able address on Home Missions. 
The Report was unanimously adopted and ordered to be printed: 
and a collection of $20,94 was taken up for the American Bap­
tist Home Mission Society.
The following Resolution, reported by the committee on Res­
olutions, being moved by Elder Mason, seconded by Elder 
Hinton, and sustained by animated addresses from both, was 
adopted without a dissenting voice, viz:
Resolved, That in view of the great blessings which have at­
tended our efforts to supply the destitution of our State, in the 
large accessions which have been made to our churches and to 
the churches in other States, and the improving condition of our 
denomination everywhere, we should offer our devout thanks­
giving to Almighty God.
The committee appointed to arrange the preaching for Lord’s- 
day, made the following Report, which was concurred in, viz:
That brethren Hinton, Baker and Rice, preach in the Baptist 
meeting-house;
Brethren Vaughan, Matthews and Fisher, in the Methodist 
meeting-house;
And, brethren Keen and Pendleton, in the Presbyterian 
meeting-house,
Brethren Waller, Vaughan, Colgan, Wiggin, and Pendleton, 
appointed a committee of arrangements.
Adjourned until Monday morning, 11 o ’clock. Prayer by 
Elder Nall.
M o n d a y  M o r n in g , October 26th. Met pursuant to adjourn­
ment. Prayer by Elder Matthews.
The Committee of Arrangements made report, and were 
discharged.
The committee on letters, reported that most of them were 
certificates of the appointment of delegates, except one from tjie 
Church in Hardinsburg, asking aid to sustain the preaching of 
the Gospel in that place; which, on motion, was referred to the 
Board of Managers, with instructions to comply with the re­
quest. Another from the Union Association, asking assistance 
to sustain a Missionary in her bounds; referred as above, with
8similar instructions. Also, a request from the Church in Bow 
ling-Green, asking assistance to sustain a Missionary in the 
bounds of the Liberty Association; referred as above, with sim­
ilar instructions. And the letter from the Church in Paris, re­
lating the destitution in Bourbon county, and asking for a Mis­
sionary; referred to the Board, with instructions to comply with 
it, if possible.
The committee on nominations, made the following Report : 
which was concurred in, and the committee discharged:
Elder W . C. Buck, Louisville; President.
Elder F. A. W i l l a r d ,  do. Corresponding Sec'y.
H. K. Lucas, do. Recording Secretary.
S a m l .  I T a y c r a f t ,  Elizabethtown, Treasurer.
M A N A G E R S .  
Elder John Finlay.
T. R. Parrent,
C. Quirey,
J. E. Tyler,
W . Colgan,
C. Van Buskirk,
I. N. Halbert,
J. M. Hewett,
C. Q. Black,
A . T. Heih,
J. M. Delph,
F. Hegan,
J. Green,
John L. Waller,
R. Nash,
J. Eliot,
Elder S. Baker,
“  J. H. Brown,
“  W . F. Broaddus,
“  J. M. Frost,
“  J. D. Black,
“  G. C. Ledwick,
“  G. Mason,
“  A. Taylor,
“  H. Malcom,
“  D. S. Colgan,
** H. B. Wiggin,
“  R . Kirtley,
“  J. Scott,
“  J. S. Higgins,
“  W . M. Brown,
“  J. M. Pendleton,
Louisville,
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Shelbyville, Ky.
Cloverport,
Lexington,
Frankfort,
Stamping Ground,
Paris,
Washington,
Ohio county, 
Georgetown, 
Columbia, 
Henderson,
Boone county, 
Carroll county, 
Lincoln county, 
Hardin county, 
Bowling-Green,
9Elder R. T. Anderson, Christian county,
a R. Rutherford, Todd county,
<( E. G. Berry, Henry county,
a R. T. Dillard, Fayette county,
a T. L. Garrett, Ohio county.
ii R. Holman, Green county,
it M. S. Wyman, Graves county,
u Jacob Locke, Barren county,
it S. Buckhannon, Grayson county,
a W . Vaughan, Nelson county,
a J. E. Stone, Hawesville,
a J. G. Howard, Owensboro.’
a J. Board, Hopkins county,
a R. Jones, Muhlenburg county,
a S. L. Helm, Brandenburg,
Brother C. Wingate, Owen county,
a A. M. Henry, Union county,
it F. Ray, Marion county.
Brethren W illa rd  and H aycraft w ere appointed to audit the 
T reasu rer’ s accoun ts, and report.
Brethren E lio t, V aughan, M ason; C olgan , and P en d leton , ap­
pointed a com m ittee to take into consideration  the su b ject o f  a 
G en eral A g en t, and report thereon.
A djourned  un til h a lf past tw o o ’c lo ck . B en ed ictio n  b y  E ld er 
L o ve la ce.
M o n d a y  a f t e r n o o n .  M et accord in g to adjournm ent. P ray­
er b y  E ld er W o rley .
A g reed , that our n ext A n n iv ersary  be held w ith  the church in 
R u sse llv ille .
T h e C om m ittee on the G en eral A g en cy ; m ade the fo llo w in g  
R eport, viz:
Y o u r C om m ittee have had the su b ject referred to them , under 
serious consideration , and b eg  leave to Report:
T h a t, after m ature d eliberation , th ey w ou ld  resp ectfu lly  re­
com m en d to the A sso cia tio n  the propriety o f  em p lo yin g brother 
J O H N  L . W A L L E R  as G en eral A g en t for the en suin g year. 
H is general acq uain tan ce w ith  our den om ination  in this S tate  
em in en tly  q u alify  him  for that responsib le station. A t  the 
sam e tim e w e recom m end brother W a lle r, w e take great p lea­
sure in  testify in g  to the talen ts, p iety , and zea l o f  our present 
agen t, brother G e o r g e  M a t t h e w s :  yet, his lim ited  acquain tance 
w ith  our K en tu ck y  brethren, w ill not en able him  so efficien tly  
to discharge the duties o f this station as is desirable.
J. E L I O T , Chairman.
T h e R eport w as u n an im ou sly  concurred in , and the co m m it­
tee discharged.
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The Committee to audit the Treasurer’s account, reported 
that they found them correct. The Treasurer’s Report was or­
dered to be published.
The following brethren were appointed to attend the General 
Convention of Western Baptists to meet in Louisville, in June 
next, viz: Vaughan, Baker, Buck, Rice, Haycraft, Fisher, Col- 
gan, Pendleton, Waller, W. M. Brown, J. H. Brown, Eliot, 
Willard, Helm, Lovelace, Wiggin, Hansbrough, Worley, Pat­
ton, Nall, and Holman.
The following Resolution was unanimously adopted:
Resolved, That in the opinion of this Association, the organi­
zation of a Western Baptist Home Mission Society, Auxiliary 
to the American Baptist Home Mission Society, is desirable.
The following brethren were appointed delegates to corres­
ponding bodies, viz:
To the Tennessee Baptist Convention: Baker, Waller, Worley, 
Holman, and Fisher.
To the General Association of Indiana: Wiggin, Waller, and 
Eliot.
To the Illinois Baptist Convention: Willard, Waller, and 
Wiggin.
To the American Baptist Home Mission Society: Buck, and 
Waller.
Resolved, That all the members of this Association attending 
the Anniversaries in Baltimore in April 1841, and similar bo­
dies, be authorized to act as delegates of this body, upon a pre­
sentation of the Minutes.
Adjourned until 7 o’clock: Benediction by the Moderator.
M o n d a y  e v e n in g . Met according to adjournment. Prayer 
by brother Caldwell.
Appointed Elder S. Baker to preach the next Introductory 
Sermon; and Elder W. F. Broaddus his alternate.
Ordered, That 2000 copies of the Minutes of this body be 
printed in pamphlet form.
The following Preamble and Resolutions, presented by bro­
ther Willard, were unanimously adopted after animated ad­
dresses by Elders Willard, Hinton, and the Moderator:
Whereas, God has, in a very glorious manner, outpoured his Holy Spirit 
during the past year, upon our whole land, and especially upon this State, ad­
ding many thousands to the Churches represented in this Association ; and
Whereas, during the same time, there have occurred circumstances indi­
cating danger of disunion among our brethren in different parts of the Uni­
ted States—
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Resolved, that it becomes us to express our devout gratitude to Almighty 
God for his blessing; and our earnest supplication that he will promote, 
among all who have one Lord, one faith, one baptism, the unity of the Spirit 
in the bond of peace.
Resolved, that this Association suggest to the Churches, that it is desirable 
to set apart the 25th of December next, as a day to be observed for that pur­
pose throughout the State.
The following Resolution, presented by the committee on 
resolutions, and sustained in an appropriate speech by Elder 
Peck, was unanimously adopted:
Resolved, That we regard with heartfelt gratitude to God, the success that 
has attended the efforts of the American Baptist Home Mission Society, to 
supply the destitute portions of this country with the preaching of the Gospel; 
and pledge to that Society, our prayers, our sympathies, and our co-operation 
in their great and benevolent enterprize.
The following Resolution, presented by the same committee 
and supported in an eloquent speech by Elder Willard, was 
unanimously adopted:
Resolved, that the establishment and fostering of Baptist Churches at our 
county seats, is o f the highest importance to the success of the truth, and de­
mands the earnest attention and effort of this body.
The subjoined Preamble and Resolutions from the same com­
mittee, passed unanimously:
Whereas, “ A History of Baptism,”  by Elder Isaac Taylor Hinton, has re­
cently been published by the American Baptist Publication and Sunday School 
Society— and
Whereas, we consider it an invaluable work ; therefore,
Resolved, that we most cordially recommend it to our denomination, and to 
the public generally.
Resolved, also, that we feel peculiar gratification in the fact, that Brother 
Hinton’s History is the first book presented to the world by our Publication 
Society in Philadelphia.
The following Resolutions reported by the same committee, 
and sustained in an able address by Elder Hinton, was unani­
mously adopted.
R e s o l v e d ,  That this Association highly approve o f , the Constitution 
and objects of the American Baptist Publication and Sunday School So­
ciety, and urgently recommend to the brethren assembled at the Western 
Convention in June next, to organize an auxiliary Society for the Mississippi 
Valley, with a General Depository at Louisville, or some other suitable point.
Resolved, that this Association recommend the interest of the American Bap­
tist Publication and Sunday School Society to the Ministers and Churches of 
this State, since it is only by Ministers’ acting as agents that a spirit o f read­
ing can be excited— and the objects o f the Socicty be attained.
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A collection of $12,00 was then taken up for the American 
Baptist Pub. and S. S. Society.
The following Resolutions were adopted without a dissenting 
vote:
Resolved, that, in our own, and in behalf o f the other Societies which have 
been assembled here, we tender our unfeigned thanks to the citizens of Eliza­
bethtown and its vicinity, for their hospitality during our Anniversaries, and 
to our Presbyterian and Methodist brethren for the use o f their houses of 
worship.
The Moderator then delivered an affectionate and impressive 
exhortation, the brethren sung the beautiful hymn, “ Blest be the 
tie that binds,”  Elder Peck addressed the throne of grace: and 
the Association adjourned.
WILLIAM C. BUCK, Moderator.
J a m e s  M. P e n d l e t o n ,  | Secretaries.
J unius C a l d w e l l , )
On Lord’s-day a collection of $21 12 1-2 was taken up in the 
Baptist Church, and of $6,25 at the Methodist Church in favor 
of the General Association.
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REPORT OF THE BOARD OF THE GENERAL ASSO­
CIATION.
The Christian religion is a system of benevolence. The 
Gospel infuses into the hearts of all who embrace it, “ good will 
to men.”  The disciple of Christ is the only true philanthro­
pist. He loves his neighbor as himself, he loves his enemies. 
He blesses them that curse him; does good to them that 
hate him; and prays for them that despitefully use and perse­
cute him. That God might be glorified by extending the know­
ledge of a Savior’s name, the Church was established to be the 
light of the world and the salt of the earth. Messiah while on 
earth “ went about doing good, healing the sick, cleansing the 
lepers, casting out devils, raising the dead, preaching the Gos­
pel. His Apostles were unremittingly engaged in warning sin­
ners to flee from the wrath to come. The Church in Jerusa­
lem, when dispersed by persecution, went every where preach­
ing the Gospel. In short, the daily employment of primitive 
preachers and people were efforts to turn sinners to God. And 
astonishing indeed were the results which attended their labors! 
City after City, and Province, and Kingdom, and Empire bowed 
to the yoke of the Redeemer. Those were the halcyon days of 
the Church. Then every disciple felt that his obligation was 
commensurate with his ability to do good. None felt justified 
in being at ease in Zion. No one esteemed himself privileged 
to leave unimproved those talents which his Master had entrust­
ed to his keeping. That was emphatically the age of benevo­
lent effort.
It was for the purpose of arousing the churches of this State 
to that activity and zeal in the cause of Christ, to cherish that 
love of souls and ardent desire to do good which characterized 
the early ages of Christianity, to gather up the scattered strength 
and1 to concentrate the action of the friends of Zion, that the 
G en e r a l  A sso c ia t io n  o f  B a p t is t s  in  K e n t u c k y  was organ­
ized.
d e s t it u t io n .
The Constitution of this body (Art. 4th,) declares that “ this 
Association shall, in a special manner, aim to promote, by 
every legitimate means, the prosperity of the cause of God in 
this State.”  The amount of Baptist preaching in Kentucky 
is alarmingly disproportionate to the wants of Society. Doubt­
14
less, of old, every church as far as practicable, had its pastor. 
Such seems to have been the order ordained by Christ. The 
Apocalyptic epistles were directed to the angel, or minister of 
each of the seven Asiatic churches addressed. Paul and Bar­
nabas, it is said, Acts 14: 23, ordained elders in e v e r y  church. 
It is utterly impossible that any church can grow in grace and 
knowledge as it should do, without the constant ministration of 
a pastor. There are but few churches in the State supplied with 
pastoral labor as were the apostolic churches. So far as we are 
informed, the following are all the churches in Kentucky thus 
supplied:
Church in  Henderson, Elder II. B. W ig g in , Pastor.
“  “  Boiding Green, “  J. M. P e n d l e t o n , “
“  “  Shelbyville, “  S. B a k e r , “
“  “  Frankfort, “  J. M. F r o s t , “
“  “  Paris, “ G e o . C. S e d w ic k , “
“  “  Covington, “  J. T. R o b e r t ,  “
1st B a p tis t  ch u rch , Lexington, “ W. F. B r o a d d u s , “ 
A fr ic a n , “  “  “  L. F e r r i l l ,  “
1st B a p t is t  ch u rch , Louisville, “ J o h n  F in la y ,  “  
2 n d  “  “  “  “  F. A. W i l l a r d ,  “
A fr ic a n , “  “  “  H. A d a m s, “
Some of these ministers labor partially for other churches. 
But even for the above, we should thank God and take courage; 
for only a few years ago, there were but two churches in the 
State supplied with pastors. Some other churches have preach­
ing twice a month, but far the larger portion have preaching 
only once a month, while very many have no preaching at all! 
The number of churches in the State is rising 700. The whole 
number of efficient ministers does not exceed 250. So that if 
each minister were a pastor, in the proper acceptation of the 
word, 450 churches would be left entirely destitute. Hence, in 
the present condition of things, the necessity of Missionary la­
bor even among the churches.
In no Association in Kentucky is the number of ministers 
equal to that of the churches. Many large districts in the State 
are totally destitute of regular preaching, and have little or no 
Baptist preaching; other districts are but indifferently supplied; 
and there is not one supplied with Baptist preaching as it 
should be. In some of the most densely populated and wealthy 
counties of the State there is very little Baptist preaching, and 
there are many counties in which no Baptist minister resides, 
and where there are very few sermons, from ministers of any 
order preached during the year. Of the one hundred county 
towns, to say nothing of an equal number of other towns and
15
villages in the State, not one fourth of them have Baptist 
churches, and many of them no churches of any denomination, 
and very little preaching of any kind. What Baptist can be­
hold this picture unmoved? Who can calmly contemplate the 
religious famine which is now desolating the State, and calmly 
say to the starving inhabitants, “ be ye supplied with preach­
ing,”  and yet give not of those things which are needful to their 
condition. Can that man be said to love his brother, who, if 
he can, yet will not minister to his spiritual wants?
This destitution ought to be remedied, it can be remedied, un­
less the Baptists prove recreant to the trust which God, in his 
providence,has confided to their care. W e have FO R TY-FO U R  
Associations in the State, with an aggregate of Church mem­
bers rising SIX TY  TH O U SA N D ; a number almost equal to 
all the other religious denominations in the State. The Lord 
has blessed us with an abundance of wealth. A  very large pro­
portion of our denomination are Baptist in sentiment. The 
Baptists were the religious pioneers of Kentucky. The songs, 
and prayers, and preaching of our Fathers were disturbed in 
the wilderness by the scream of the catamount and the yell of 
the Indian. Our first Churches, for the want of meeting houses, 
had to assemble in the wilderness, surrounded by armed sol­
diers, to protect them against the assaults of the wiley sav­
age; while stumps were the pulpits of their preachers and the 
heavens their sounding boards. W e have grown up with the 
growth and strengthened with the strength of Kentucky. Surely 
then it is our duty, more imperatively so than it is that of any 
or all other denominations, to endeavor, by every legitimate 
means, to promote the prosperity of the cause of God in this 
State. W e cannot, without criminality, be idle and indifferent 
spectators of the moral waste that surrounds us; hundreds of 
our churches starving for the bread of life, and thousands has­
tening into eternity unwarned of the judgment, or if  warned, 
not by Baptist ministers!
It will not do to content ourselves with the reflection that our 
churches have monthly preaching. Upon meals so few and far 
between no flock can thrive. Let each Baptist seriously ask 
himself, “ Am  I doing all I can to remedy this state of things? 
Do I pray as often as I should, as fervently as I ought that God 
would send more laborers into his vineyard?”  Brethren, are 
we soldiers of the cross? and have we our armor on? are our 
weapons bright in service? Or are we reposing supinely while 
the enemy is storming the citadels of our King? Are we hus­
bandmen, and yet looking with indifferent eyes on the fields 
already white unto harvest? Is our light under a bushel that it
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does not illuminate every dark valley and gleam from every hill­
top in our State?
The injunction of Holy Writ is, “ As ye have opportunity do 
good unto all men, especially to them who are of the household of 
faith? Many, alas! very many such households there are in 
this State who need your kind offices. An opportunity to do 
them good is presented you by means of this Association: Will 
you avail yourself of it? Of old it was reckoned a cardinal vir­
tue to distribute to the necessities of the saints. There are many 
of our Churches and Associations in Kentucky which are in ne­
cessitous circumstances. Will you distribute unto them? We 
fear it cannot be said of our rich men, even as it was said of the 
rich men in the days of the Savior’s incarnation, they have “ of 
their a b u n d a n c e  cast in unto the offerings of God.”  To how 
few of us can be applied the language of the Apostle to the 
Hebrews; “ For God is not unrighteous to forget your work 
and labor of love which ye have showed toward his name, in 
that ye have ministered to the saints, and do minister.”  Breth-, 
ren, think of these things.
c a u s e s  o f  d e s t i t u t i o n .
The causes which have led to the lamentable destitution de­
scribed above, are many; only a few of which we deem it ne­
cessary to mention. Our churches, derived principally from 
Virginia, where, during the unhallowed alliance of Church and 
State, the Baptists were severely persecuted, imbibed a deep- 
rooted prejudice against the “ salaried Clergy,”  as the ministers 
of the establishment were deridingly called. In time, they as­
sociated the idea of salaried Clergy, with the support of the 
Gospel ministry, and in their zeal against tithes, ran to the ex­
treme of denying, in the face of the solemn declaration of 
the Scriptures, that the laborer was worthy of his meat! 
Many of our preachers loudly declaimed against the support o f 
the ministry. Even after such preachers began to see the folly 
of their doctrine and its ruinous consequences to the cause of 
religion, they were actuated by a foolish pride to hold their 
peace on the subject of ministerial support. The consequence 
was that they were driven from the pulpit in order to save their 
families from beggary and starvation; and many of them, in 
penury and want, had to seek homes in the new States, where 
land was cheaper, in order to provide homes for themselves 
and children.
Although more liberal and enlarged views are now generally 
entertained respecting the support of the ministry, yet those 
views, in many instances, are based upon principles entirely 
incorrect and anti-scriptural. Many brethren look upon the
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support of the ministry as an eleemosynary affair, and dole 
out charities to them as they would to paupers and beg­
gars. This view of the subject is directly opposed to the spirit 
and letter of the Sacred Scriptures. The language of the Bi­
ble is, “ Who goeth a warfare at any time at his own charges? 
Who planteth a vineyard and eateth not of the fruit thereof? 
Or who feedeth a. flock and eateth not the milk of the flock?
* * * For it is written in the law of Moses, thou shalt not 
muzzle the ox that treadeth out the corn. * * If we have sown 
unto you spiritual things, is it a great thing if we shall reap 
your carnal things? * * * Do ye not know that they which 
minister about holy things live of the things of the temple? 
and they which wait at the altar are partakers with the altar? 
Even so hath the Lord ordained that they which preach the Gos­
pel, shall live of the Gospel.”  But not to detain on this subject, 
we will present an extract from the Philadelphia Baptist Con­
fession of Faith, as fully expressive of our views:
“ The work of pastors being constantly to attend the sendee of 
Christ, in his churches, in the ministry of the word and prayer, 
with watching for their souls, as they that must give an account 
to him; it is incumbent on the churches to whom they minister, 
not only to give them all due respect, but also to communicate 
to them of all their good things, according to their ability, so as 
they may have a comfortable supply, without being themselves 
entangled in secular affairs; and may also be capable of exercising 
hospitality towards others; and this is required by the law 
of nature, and by the express order of our Lord Jesus, who 
hath ordained that they that preach the Gospel, should live of 
the Gospel."”  Chap. 27, Sec. 10.
This is the true Old School Baptist doctrine, it is the doc­
trine of the Bible. The support of the ministry then is not a 
matter of charity, but of debt. Wherever it is made a matter 
of charity, the character of the ministry is seriously impaired; 
for no minister who has that measure of self-respect which be­
comes the servant of the Lord Jesus, can reconcile it to his feel­
ings to be esteemed either a pauper or a beggar. Besides, it 
usually results in their very imperfect support, for men usually 
are more prone to pay their debts than to do deeds of charity; and 
hence by placing your ministers on the charity list, their receipts 
are not only small, but precarious.
Every church should have some regular system for sustaining 
the Gospel. For the want of this, while some ministers are 
not supported at all, and others but imperfectly so; others again 
receive more than their due for the amount of labor performed. 
There should be a fair understanding between the church and 
the pastor; that he will perform the duties of a pastor, and that
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they will sec that he “ lives of the Gospel;” and this stipulation 
should be faithfully observed by each party. Without this, we 
are persuaded, our destitution will continue.
Another cause conducing to the present destitution is, that some 
of our ministers do not feel it a duty to give themselves wholly to 
the work of the ministry. Forgetful of the solemn obligations 
of the ministry and of the welfare of souls, they abandon the 
Gospel field, and engage in secular pursuits. Some plead as 
an apology for this, that the churches will not sustain them; a 
plea, which, in many cases, is without just foundation. Per­
haps the minister who gives this as a reason, never urged the 
churches to their duty on this subject. But we fear that too 
many who have abandoned the pulpit, and gone to cultivating 
farms, working shops, and selling goods, are actuated by a de­
sire for gain. At all events, this is an evil calling loudly for 
remedy. No man can serve God and Mammon. Either he 
should attend to the work whereunto he professes the Lord has 
called him or he should abandon it. The plan of working at 
some secular employment six days in the week, and then on 
Lord’s-day engaging in the work of the ministry, is deleterious 
to the cause of religion and clearly anti-scriptural. The
* churches have suffered much by means of these “ idle Shep­
herds.” They should be called upon to surrender their creden­
tials. And such persons too are usually opposed to the support 
of the ministry: and no marvel, for estimating the value of 
other men’s labors by their own, they arrive at the very mathe­
matical conclusion that they are worth nothing at all! No 
man should be esteemed a minister of Jesus who labors more 
to attain filthy lucre, than to win souls to Christ. These lovers 
of themselves more than lovers of God have contributed much 
to our destitution. They will not labor themselves, and hinder 
those who would.
P L A N  O F  S U P P L Y IN G  T H E  D E S T IT U T E .
The General Association was organized to supply the desti­
tution in the State. This has already been done to a consider­
able extent, as we shall see in the sequel. The plan for 
doing this may be seen by the following Resolutions adopted at 
the organization of this body.
1st Resolved, That in the opinion of this Association, nothing ever will be 
effected of a permanently beneficial character towards supplying the churches 
o f  this State with a stated ministry, until the churches can be influenced to 
practice upon the principle that ‘ -they that preach the Gospel shall live of the 
Gospel.”
2d Resolved, therefore, That one of the primary objects of this Association, 
should be to effect this important measure on the part of the Churches.
I
19
3d Resolved, That whenever the Churches can be influenced to discharge 
their duty in this respect, other Missionary effort will be measurably, if  not 
entirely, superceded within the limits of this State.
4th Resolved, That in the opinion of this Association, it is the duty of ev­
ery District Association, to ascertain the amount of destitution within its own 
limits— and if possible, to supply such destitute portions with the Gospel.
5th Resolvedf urther. That when District Associations areunable to supply their 
own destitution, and expect aid from the General Association, they be reques­
ted in their report to state particularly the resources which they possess, the 
labor to be performed, and the amount necessary to procure the requisite 
supply.
»
W e  think it has been satisfactorily  ascertained, b y  fair exp eri­
m ent, that the greater portion o f our churches are able, w ere 
they w illin g , to support the G osp el am ong them . A  large 
num ber o f churches visited  b y  the first G en eral A g e n t o f this 
body, E ld er W . C. B u c k ,  prom ptly responded to his appeal, 
and liberated  the hands o f their m inisters from  secular con­
cerns, and thus supplied them selves w ith  the preachin g o f the 
word as far as p o ssib le  considerin g the deficen cy in the num ber 
o f m inisters. T h e D istrict A sso cia tio n s, w ith  very  few  excep ­
tions, it is b elieved , are am ply able  to sustain the requisite M is­
sion aries in their bounds. T h a t our den om ination , therefore, 
is abun dan tly  able to supply the destitution  o f the S tate, w ill 
not adm it o f  a question. A re  w e willing, is the on ly  im por­
tant inquiry?
It w ill be seen b y  the above R esolu tion s, that the G eneral 
A sso c ia tio n  did not from the first, design  sen ding out d irectly  
a n y  M issionaries am ong the Churches and A sso cia tio n s. T h e 
m ain  o b ject contem plated  w as to arouse them  to the perform ­
an ce o f their duty, b y  m eans o f concentrated action  to aid the 
feeble: and to send M issionaries to those p la ces, i f  there w ere 
an y, w here no church w as and w hich  w ere n ot com prehended in  
the boundaries o f an y A ssociation .
TH E SUCCESS OF TH E PLAN.
O ur efforts in  som e respects have exceeded  the anticipation s 
o f the m ost sanguine. Our churches are gen era lly  aw ak in g  
to a sense o f their duty on the su b ject o f  m in isteria l support. 
T h e labors o f E ld er W . C. B u ck , while»the G en eral A g e n t o f  
this body, w ere w on d erfu lly  successfu l in this respect; and from 
the com m en cem en t o f his efforts w e m ay date the b egin n in g o f 
a new era in our denom ination  o f this State. His success was 
m ade know n in form er reports. O ther churches than those visited  
by him  see in g the good results o f  the plan  o f operations w hich  
he recom m en ded, adopted it; un til it is believed  that the m ajor 
part o f  the churches in the State are to some extent contributing
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systematically to the support of the ministry. The number of 
churches is very inconsiderable indeed which do not now re­
cognize the principle of ministerial support, however imper­
fectly they may practice in accordance with it.
The District Associations are adopting the plan recommended 
by the General Association of sending out Missionaries in 
their bounds.
U nion . The churches of this Association are situated in the 
counties of Hickman, Calloway, McCracken, and Graves, 
west of the Tennessee river. By the assistance of the General 
Association, it has been enabled to employ Missionaries, with 
great success, in its bounds, for the last two years. This part 
of our State is comparatively recently settled, and is sparsely 
populated. The churches are few, feeble, and scattered over 
an extensive territory. The labors of the Missionaries in the 
bounds of Union have been greatly blessed. The work of 
the Lord has prospered in their hands.
L it t l e  B e t h e l . This Association, lying in the counties of 
Henderson, Union, Livingston, Hopkins, and Muhlenburg, has 
also been aided for the last two years, in the support of Mission­
ary labor in its bounds, by the General Association. This is a 
new Association, formed several years ago of a few feeble 
churches of less than 200 members that withdrew from the 
Highland Association, on account of the proscriptive policy 
adopted by-that body towards Missionary operations, and the 
liberty of conscience. In three years, it has increased to four­
teen churches, with more than nine hundred members. It had 
an addition of four churches this year, and one hundred and 
seventy members by baptism. It now supplies its own 
destitution.
G a s p e r  R iv e r . This Association received assistance one 
year from the General Association. It now, however, supplies 
its own destitution. Elder A. Taylor was its Missionary last 
year. His labors were greatly blessed. The churches of this 
Association lie in the counties of Muhlenburg, Ohio, and a 
few churches in Warren, Logan, and Todd. At its late session, 
it divided its territory into four districts, and appointed a Mis­
sionary in each. The churches of this Association are gene­
rally in a flourishing condition.
E l k h o r n . This is th e Mother Association of the Mississippi 
Valley, and is the largest Association in the west. It is situa­
ted in the most beautiful and wealthy portion of Kentucky, its 
churches being in the counties of Woodford, Fayette, Jessa­
mine, Scott, and Bourbon. This venerable Association, at its 
session in August last, adopted the following Preamble and
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Resolutions with great unanimity, which we quote, to show how 
the plans of the General Association are being put into effect:
“  Whereas, the churches composing this Association, embrace 
a large scope of country, which is but partially supplied with 
preaching, and many neighborhoods are entirely destitute; and, 
whereas, we feel it to be our indispensable duty to use our best 
efforts to have the Gospel preached in every neighborhood, as 
well as to afford all the aid in our power to weak and destitute 
churches; as well as an ardent desire to impress upon churches 
and preachers more forcibly the importance of the work and 
cause: that they may feel more sensibly the force of their re­
ciprocal obligations to each other, and the great head of the 
church; that our whole body may become stirred up to a higher 
and more lofty course of practical godliness towards the ful­
filment of the great command, “ Go preach the Gospel to every 
creature;”  Therefore,
Resolved, That this Association procure the services of some suitable, effi­
cient and experienced minister of the Gospel to be employed during the next 
Associational year— whose duty it shall be to visit the Churches composing 
this body— as well as the destitute neighborhoods in our boundary ; spread be­
fore the Churches the wants of our people; the claims of God and his cause; 
solicit the co-operation o f the Churches and Ministers in behalf o f the desti­
tute ; hold protracted meetings at suitable places, and on suitable occasions ; 
take up collections and solicit voluntary contributions in behalf of this Asso­
ciation when advisable, to enable us to carry into effect the aforesaid desirable 
objects; and above all, to solicit the prayerful co-operation of all the churches 
and brethren, that the Great Head of the Church may crown our feeble efforts 
with success.
2d Resolved, That the ministers so employed in our service, in order that 
the churches and brethren may know how their liberality has been applied, be 
required to keep an abridged and faithful journal o f his operations, as to time 
employed in the actual service of this Association ; collections made, and pro­
tracted meetings held, &c., and report at our next Association.
3d Resolved, That our ministering brother thus employed, receive the sum
of $ ----------- , per annum, for his time employed in the actual service of this
Association, to be paid quarterly.
Resolved, That a collection be forthwith taken up for the purposes above 
named.
Resolved, That in case a suitable minister cannot be immediately procured,
a committee of-----------brethren be appointed, whose duty it shall be to procure
the services of such a ministering brother as soon as practicable.
4th Resolved, That this Association disclaim both the right and power to 
enforce the foregoing Resolutions upon either Churches or individuals.
Elder J am es  D. B l a c k , a brother of a high order of talents, 
distinguished for his high standing in the churches, his ardent 
piety, and untiring zeal, was selected by the Association as her 
Missionary. An executive committee, consisting of brethren
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Edmund Waller, Milton Burch, William Suggett, Y. R. Pitts, 
and F. C. McCalla were appointed; and a contribution of 
$137 was made by the members of the Association. The 
labors of Elder Black have been already extensively blessed. 
A revival commenced with his Missionary labors at the Stamp­
ing Ground Church, and has extended to other churches 
wherever he has gone; so that in the short space of two 
months, he has baptized nearly two hundred persons: so won­
derfully does the Lord bless Missionary labor. If the above 
resolutions be carried out, and we believe they will to the letter, 
incalculable good will ensue to the cause of Christ on the north 
side of the Kentucky river. Perhaps the Elkhorn Association 
possesses a larger amount of wealth and intelligence than any 
other Association in the west. If her dormant energies be 
aroused properly to action, she will be a mighty engine in for­
warding the car of the Gospel over our State.
S o u t h  D is t r ic t . This Association at its last session, passed 
the following Resolutions:
1st Resolved, That in view of the great delinquency in the churches com­
posing tiiis Association, we feel called upon to awake from our slumber and 
not weary in well doing.
•2d Resolved, That there is a criminal negligence too apparent, both in the 
churches and the ministry, in regard to the religious efforts for the spread of 
the Gospel in our own, and in distant and destitute regions of the earth : and 
we hereby propose to the members of this Association, and through them to 
the churches, as a remedy against the evils complained of, that the churches 
hereafter report in their letters, the amount o f labor performed in their respec­
tive bounds, and the amount they have contributed for the support of their own 
ministry, and how much for the assistance of more destitute churches.
3d Tiesolved, That with a view to aid the churches in the above objects, a 
suitable agent be forthwith appointed by the Association, whose duty it shall 
be to travel and preach in the bounds of this Association, to take collections, 
and stimulate the churches to the discharge of their duty, to supply, as far as 
possible, the destitute, and report to this Association at its next annual meet­
ing, the result o f his agency.
4th Resolved further, That when the agent shall report as above, it shall 
be the duty of this Association, to award to him a liberal compensation 
for his services, out of the funds collected by him.
Elder John S. Higgins, a brother of much experience, tal- 
lents, and efficiency, was chosen the Agent. The churches of 
the South District Association are situated in the counties of 
Washington, Mercer, Lincoln and Garrard.
F r a n k l in . This Association has adopted the Resolutions of 
the Elkhorn Association, and has appointed Elder W. W. Form, 
a brother whose praise is in all the churches, its Missionary. 
A collection of <$70,90 was contributed by the members during
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its lato session, and placed in the hands of the executive com­
mittee consisting of brethren James Ford, N. E. Mitchusson, 
Henry Bohannon, W. C. Blanton, and J. M. Frost, towards 
paying the salary of their Missionary. The churches of this 
Association are in Shelby, Henry, Franklin, and Owen 
counties.
B r a c k e n . This Association is remarkably destitute of 
preachers, and is in a destitute section of the State. It de­
mands our prayers, our sympathies and our assistance. It is 
situated in the counties of Bourbon, Nicholas, Fleming, 
Bracken, Lewis, and Mason. Last year, brother A. G. Curry 
labored with much acceptance and success as Missionary in its 
bounds; but we regret to learn that the state of his health for­
bids that he should longer labor in that capacity. The church 
of Maysville, belonging to this Association, was assisted by the 
General Association the past year in supporting the Gospel 
among them. The church had just been constituted. It was 
in want of a house, and was poor and feeble. By the aid of 
this body, they were enabled to secure the services of Elder G. 
Mason. The church prospered much under his ministration. It 
is now in a flourishing condition, and able to sustain the Gospel 
among them.
C u m berlan d  R iv e r . This Association at its late session, we 
learn, adopted a plan of Missionary labor; but your Board have 
not as yet been sufficiently informed of its nature and extent to 
give the particulars.
R ussels C r e e k . This Association, have entered into this 
work with a spirit and zeal to be surpassed only by herself. At 
her last session, she recommended the following system of ac­
tion, which if adopted by other Associations, and carried into 
effect as it will be in this, and the great work of supplying the 
destitute with a preached Gospel, would be speedily ac­
complished.
Whereas, we deem it the imperative duty of the churches to increase their 
efforts to promote the cause of Christ; and to act upon the important principle 
of doing the greatest possible amount of good, in the least possible time, and 
with the least fossible expense; and for this purpose, to adopt some systematic 
course of action among themselves— Therefore,
Resolved, That the churches of this Association be requested to aodpt the 
following, or such other plan as shall most successfully promote the cause of 
the Redeemer:
1st. To hold Quarterly meetings for the purpose of awakening a deeper in­
terest to the spread ef the Gospel throughout the world, and of adopting the 
most efficient measures to carry out the great commission— “ Go ye into all the 
world, and preach the Gospel to every creature.”  And that a public collec­
tion be taken up and pledges be given at each meeting for the above named 
purpose.
‘2d That the first Monday evening in each month be observed as a “ Month­
ly concert o f prayer for the spread of the Gospel throughout the world —  
and that collections be taken up at these meetings for said purpose.
3d. That a Preacher be appointed to labor in the destitute churches and 
neighborhoods of this Association, and to aid ia carrying into effect the meas­
ures recommended by the Association.
4th. That a committee of five be appointed— (three of whom shall be a 
quorum,) whose duty shall be—
( 1st.) To receive the contributions of the churches, and to dispose of the 
same, as the churches contributing shall direct.
(2d.) To confer with said preacher in regard to his plans of operation.
(3d.) To fill the vacancy in the case of his removal from office.
(4th ) To remunerate him for his services from those funds entrusted to 
them by the churches for that purpose:— “ for even so hath the Lord ordained 
that they that preach the Gospel shall live of the Gospel.”
(5th.) To report annually the whole matter to this Association.
The Association also recommended the days for the Quarterly 
Meetings in each church; and appointed an executive committee 
consisting of Z. Worley, John Scott, Aaron Harding, Robert 
Ball, and W. G. Anderson. This committee have since ap­
pointed Elder R. H olm an  as the Missionary. The churches of 
the Russel’s Creek Association are situated in the counties of 
Green, Adair, Barren, Hart, Russell, Marion and Nelson.
S a l e m . This Association at its recent anniversary, adopted 
spirited Resolutions, and with great unanimity for the supply of 
the destitution in her own bounds. Elder C. L o v e l a c e , a 
brother beloved for his ardent piety and devoted zeal, was cho­
sen their Missionary. May the Lord bless his efforts to the 
arousing of the churches to their duty, and in turning the 
disobedient to God.
B e t h e l . The churches of this Association are probably 
more thoroughly Missionary in feeling and action than those of 
any other similar body in the State. They are situated in the 
counties of Todd, Christian, Logan, Simpson, and Warren, 
and some in Tennessee. Perhaps there is less destitution in 
the bounds of Bethel than in any portion of the State. The 
churches have generally liberated their ministers from secular 
engagements, so as to enable them to devote their whole time 
to the work of the ministry. At its late session, this Associa­
tion appointed a Missionary “ to occupy the destitute regions 
within and near”  its bounds. Eider R. Rutherford was elected 
the Missionary.
Thus we see that eleven Associations comprising more than 
two hundred, churches with nearly 30,000 members, and extend­
ing over half the counties in the State, are actively engaged in 
supplying the destitution in their own bounds, with Missionary
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labor. These Associations are connected by correspondence, 
and extend through the length of the State, from the Missis­
sippi almost to the Mouth of Sandy, thus uniting by a cord of 
love, in spirit and purpose, the extremes of the State. We do 
not wish to be understood that the destitution in these Associa­
tions is supplied. Far from it. But they have commenced 
well; and with the present dearth of ministers they have done 
the best that probably could be done. The Lord is blessing 
their efforts; and we fondly hope the day is not distant when 
their labors will be crowned with complete success; when all 
their churches will have pastors to go in and out before them.
Nor are the good effects of our plans to supply the destitute, 
limited to these Associations. The churches of the Liberty, 
Little River, Goshen, Long Run, Concord, Barren River, Sul­
phur Fork, (upper) Union, &c., &c., are generally favorable 
to the cause of Missions, and a large proportion of their minis­
ters are wholly given to the work of the ministry. The same 
may be said of all other Associations in the State belonging to 
the General Union. Five churches in the Goshen Association, 
in Breckenridge county, sustained Elder J. H. Brown as Mis­
sionary last year. Some other churches of the same Associa­
tion in Davies county, also sustained a Missionary. The 
labors of the Missionaries were greatly blessed of the Lord.
Thus it will be seen that every indication warrants the belief 
that in another year, every efficient minister in the State will 
be brought into active service. The most of them are already 
in the field, battling nobly in the cause of Christ. During the 
few years, since the organization of the General Association, 
great and important changes for the better have been effected; a 
revolution has been put in motion, calling into action the hith­
erto dormant energies of our denomination, and promising 
speedily to renovate the moral condition of our beloved State.
W H A T  R E M A IN S TO  B E  D O N E .
It is plain, our greatest duty now is to obtain more ministers. 
To do this, our dependence must be on Him who has said, 
“ Pray ye the Lord of the harvest, that he would send more 
laborers, into his harvest.”  It would be well, were all the 
churches, on a given day, to appear before the Lord by fasting, 
humiliation, and prayer, humbly beseeching Him to remember 
our destitute condition, and send us faithful and able ministers 
of the New Testament. The promise is„ “ Ask and ye shall 
receive; seek and ye shall find; knock and it shall" be opened 
unto you.”
“ Prayer ardent opens heaven,
And lets down a stream of glory, on the consecrated hour,
Of man in audience with the Deity.’ *
4
2 0
The churches should look out and encourage the “ gifts” they 
may have among them, if  the churches will seek by prayer 
and a diligent attention to their duly ministerial aid, there can 
be no doubt but their prayer will be heard and their diligence 
rewarded. “ Be not faithless, but believing.”
Another important work before us is, to supply with preach­
ing, our towns. The policy of the Baptists in relation to towns 
has always been the very worst. We should learn a lesson 
from our Presbyterian and Methodist brethren on this subject. 
Why is it that our Presbyterian brethren with but 8,000 com­
municants wield such a moral influence in our State? The 
chief reason is, that they have sought strongly to fortify their 
churches in towns. And to this in a great degree, is to be ascri­
bed the influence of our Methodist brethren; who, with half 
the number of communicants in the State that the Baptist have, 
are yet exerting a wide, powerful and increasing influence over 
the people. Let us profit by their example; and where we 
have churches in towns, let us see that they are sustained; and 
where there are no churches, let us labor to establish them by 
making each town a Missionary station. This work will have 
chiefly to be performed through the General Association, and 
we hope that the churches will have an eye to this matter in 
their future contributions.
But there are yet some Associations, churches, and ministers 
who are doing nothing for the furtherance of the Gospel. 
There are some who approve the principles and the plans for 
supplying the destitution of our own State, but for the want of that 
moral courage which every Christian should possess, and which 
every one properly exercised, does possess, will not lend a help­
ing hand in this great work. They appear to love popularity 
more than the prosperity of Zion, and knowing that those who 
have engaged in the Missionary enterprise are reviled and per­
secuted, they choose to quiet their conscientious convictions of 
duty rather than incur the opposition of false brethren. But it 
is a satisfaction to know that the anti-effort party are driving 
these brethren into the performance of their duty. They justly 
look upon such as too craven hearted for their purposes, and 
hold them in less esteem, as less honest, and candid, than even 
avowed Missionaries. By this means, we hope to gain consid­
erable additional strength by another year. The lash of the 
adversary is sometimes requisite to arouse the timid and the 
dilatory to the discharge of their duty. The timid councils of 
these temporizing brethren are greater obstacles to the success 
•of our plans for supplying the destitute than all the avowed 
opposition in the State. They appear anxious to propitiate the 
favor of the opponents of Missions, and at Ihe same time de­
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clare that they are most cordially favorable to the spread of the 
Gospel: The result is, with their mouths they favor Missions, 
and in their action oppose it! But we must not pause in our 
onward march, to propitiate the favor of such time-servers. Let 
us fearlessly press on in the performance of our duty, and let 
those brethren remember that they who are not for the Lord, 
are against him. Let us exhort them in the language of the 
prophet of old: “ If the Lord be God, say so; but if Baal, say 
so.” We are soldiers in the service of the King of Kings? and 
Lord of Lords, and cannot consent to compromit his honor and 
his interest by conforming to the wishes of his opposers. And 
if our brethren will not cultivate the part of the Lord’s vineyard 
entrusted to their care, lest they should lose the complaisant 
smiles of the anti-effort party, we must even try if we cannot 
cultivate it for them.
But we have two sorts of opposers in this great work. The 
first are those who profess to feel for the destitution of the State, 
and express great desire to remedy it; but yet are industriously 
opposing our efforts as anti-scriptural and disorganizing. Such 
are the sentiments which prevail in the Green River and Drake’s 
Creek Association, and in perhaps a majority of the churches 
of the Stocton’s Valley Association. The brethren of these 
Associations can find numerous passages of Scripture for dis­
trict Associations meeting once a year, receiving letters from 
churches and Associations; electing a Moderator and Clerk, 
discussing questions of no importance, and devising divers 
schemes for doing nothing, &c., &c.; and yet cannot find one 
word for brethren’s meeting and consulting upon, and putting 
into execution plans to promote the prosperity of the cause of 
God! They think it very scriptural and right to unite with turn­
pike and banking companies, & c., by means of money, but 
because membership is obtained by money in the General 
Association, it is anti-scriptural and wrong! The amount of 
their ethical acumen is this; that it is right to give your money 
for any worldly purpose, but exceedingly wrong to do so for a 
religious one!!
Wherever these sentiments prevail the Baptist cause suffers 
serious injury. It stinks in the nostrils of the people throughout 
the bounds of the Green River and Drake’s Creek Associations. 
Indeed these Associations may be esteemed as belonging no 
longer to the General Union of Baptists. We believe they are 
in correspondence with no other body of Baptists, and not even 
with each other. Yet there are many excellent brethren among 
them who are seeking our assistance. They are starving for 
the want of the pure milk of the world: upon the nauseating 
doses dealt out to them from their pulpits; they arc pining and
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dying. We should endeavor to send them a Missionary. The 
large mass of the brethren in those Associations, if the Gospel 
in its simplicity and truth were preached to them, would throw 
off the yoke of their spiritual leaders and follow after the truth.
There is another class of opposers who hold that it is wrong 
to preach the Gospel to sinners; and who esteem it gross heresy 
to call on unregenerate men to repent and believe the Gospel. 
Of this sort may be reckoned the Licking Association of Partic­
ular Baptists, the Otter Creek Association of Regular Baptists, 
the Bethlehem Association, the Highland, and a small body, of 
less than three hundred members, who claim to be the Tate’s 
Creek Association. We fear that nothing beneficial can be ef­
fected in the churches of these Associations; and it is doubtful, 
were it contemplated, whether, before any thing could be done, 
there would be any of them found to preach to; so rapid is their 
tendency to nonentity! Yet the people in their bounds certainly 
deserve our attention. By claiming to be Baptists, these Asso­
ciations have brought great reproach upon the name. A bro­
ther of approved zeal, talents, piety, and prudence might, under 
God, be instrumental in doing great good in their bounds, as a 
Missionary; and certainly no portion of our States can be more 
in need of such labor, or can be more emphatically esteemed 
Missionary ground.
The eastern counties of our State claim our attention. In 
the counties bordering on Virginia, there are few Baptists, and 
but few, if any, Baptist churches. They are also beyond the 
limits of any District Association. It behooves us to use every 
endeavor to occupy this ground. Is any brother ready to say, 
“ Here am I, send me.”
F IN A N C E S .
Although by means of District Associations, much Missionary 
labor has been or is now being performed, still the report of 
your Treasurer will show that the receipts of the General As­
sociation have been small. It is true, we have been able to 
meet the current expenses: and to grant aid to all who have 
applied for it; yet we have not been enabled to enlarge our 
operations, by tendering aid to such as we knew stood in need 
of it. The pressure of pecuniary affairs has been great, but 
still we fear our brethren have not felt that interest in the 
objects of this body which they should. We invite the atten­
tion of our wealthy brethren, churches and Associations to the 
above exhibit of the destitution in our State, and ask them to 
lend us their assistance to relieve it. A very trifling contribu­
tion from those who can well afford to give, would enable 
us speedily to supply with the preached word, many destitute 
places.
29
The efforts of your Board to obtain the services of Elder W. 
G. Buck were unavailing; and a large portion of the year hati 
elapsed before we had it in our power to secure the services of 
a brother competent to discharge the important duties of this 
office; when by an opening of Providence, we were enabled to 
engage Elder G eorge M a t h k w s . Elder Mathews commen­
ced his labor, as General Agent on the 10th day of March last, 
at a salary of $750 per annum, and has been almost unremit­
tingly engaged in it ever since. His labors have been attended 
with great good in removing unfounded prejudices against the 
General Association, in arousing its friends and conciliating its 
opponents. Your Board have great satisfaction in saying that 
we have every reason to be pleased with his Agency, and believe 
that he has been instrumental in effecting much permanent 
good to the cause in which we are engaged. His report will 
exhibit to you the amount, and to some extent the results, of his 
operations.
G E O R G E T O W N  C O L L E G E .
Since your last meeting, it has pleased our all-wise and kind 
Father to take from us our beloved Giddings, who had been so 
instrumental in building up our College in Georgetown. When 
this Association was last in session, he was confined on a bed 
of sickness, from which he never arose. In his death, not only 
the College but our denomination sustained a severe, (at one 
time, we feared, an irreparable) loss. But the Lord has re­
membered us in mercy, and we are happy to announce to you 
that the Trustees of the College have secured as its President, 
Elder H ow ard  M alcom , a brother who, for literary attainments, 
ardent piety, untiring industry—for every qualification calculated 
to adorn the pulpit and the presidential chair of a College, holds 
a place in the front rank of the distinguished men of our de­
nomination. We congratulate the Baptists of Kentucky and 
of the West upon this valuable acquisition. There are some 
eight or ten young Baptist ministers studying in the College to 
become ‘ ‘workmen that need not be asham ed, rightly dividing the 
word of God;”  and to these, no man is better calculated to 
impart the instruction necessary for their future usefulness than 
brother Malcom.
To this institution we look with anxious expectation for im­
portant help in supplying the destitution of our State. Intelli­
gence is the hand-maid of religion, and to keep pace with 
the age, we must labor to have an intelligent ministry.
GENERAL AGENT.
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Thus far the labors of this Association have been blessed 
beyond the reasonable expectations of its most ardent support­
ers. We have every thing to cheer us 011 to renewed and more 
vigorous efforts. The approving smile of our Savior has met 
us at every step of our progress. Since the organization of this 
Association, and almost entirely through the instrumentality of 
its friends, about THIRTY THOUSAND have been added by 
baptism to our denomination in Kentucky! Its organization 
was blessed to the conversion of many souls in the 1st Baptist 
church in Louisville; and from the day of its organization to 
the present, there has been a revival season in our churches. 
The last year has been a time of much prosperity: it is believed 
that not less than TEN THOUSAND have been added to us 
by baptism! The more the churches and Associations act 
upon the plans of this Association, the more the Lord attends 
and blesses them. Is not this enough to cheer our hearts under 
all the slanders and revilements heaped upon us, and to nerve 
our arms to a vigorous prosecution of what has been so auspi­
ciously commenced. Let us ask those who would hinder us in 
this work; “ What mean these revivals? Are they the work of 
the Lord or of Belzebub? Is Satan engaged in casting out 
Satan? Or does God hear sinners? When since the founda­
tion of the world was it known, that the Lord so wonderfully 
attended by the influences of his Spirit, the machinations of 
sinners?”  But if the smiles of the Lord have attended our 
efforts, his frowns have been upon those of our opposers. 
Blasting and mildew have fallen upon their churches. They 
are withering up like the barren fig-tree under the curse of the 
Redeemer. Let us then heed not the opposition. If the Lord 
be for us who can be against us. If with what has already 
been done, so much good has been accomplished, what may we 
not expect when our plans are fully put into execution—when 
every church shall have its pastor, and when in every destitute 
place the glad tidings of the Gospel shall be proclaimed? Let 
us not tire in our exertions until this glorious end be attained, 
for until then, we can hardly expect, in the day of the judg­
ment, to receive the welcome plaudit of. the Redeemer, “ Well 
done, good and faithful servants!”
By order of the Board of Managers,
CONCLUSION.
JOHN L. WALLER, Corresponding Secretary.
AGENT’S REPORT.
Dear Brethren: In surveying the field of my labors, I find 
myself involuntarily saying, to whom is the arm of the Lord 
revealed? I am conscious that the grand object of my Agency, 
has not been accomplished to that extent I had anticipated, 
when I commenced my efforts.
W hile I am ready to award the failure of success, measurably 
to my want of talents adapted to the Agency, or unfaithfulness 
in their application: still a part may be found in that imperfect 
intelligence of the state of the churches on which I rested for 
data, and those obstacles which have been thrown in the way, 
by the monetary affairs of the country which were not at first 
conjectured.
Such has been the scarcity of money in many instances, that 
all the favors that could be shewn us was a willing mind, while 
courteousness and anti-effortism have consolidated their bonds, 
throwing many impediments into the channel of benevolence 
which has rendered the task of the Agent more difficult.
Notwithstanding these things, the several objects of my 
Agency have been steadily pursued, and so far as they relate to 
the survey of destitute fields, and the enlightening the churches 
and the public mind, as to the design and importance of our 
enterprise, general success has attended our efforts. Although, 
on the subject of supporting pastors, and sending out evange­
lists, and collecting money, there has not as much been effected 
as we had hoped, still something has been done in these partic­
ulars, that shew that truth is triumphing, and producing 
rapid and astonishing changes throughout the denomination.
Ministers are being convinced that their appropriate work is 
to preach the Gospel; and to do this effectually, they must be 
scribes well instructed, and to bring out of the treasury things 
new and old, it requires laborious study, patient research, and 
prayerful investigation.
They feel their flocks are wasted and spoiled, while they arc 
confined to their farms, and they sigh for freedom that they may 
give themselves wholly to the work of the ministry, that they 
may be approved, commending them to every man’s conscience 
in the sight of God.
Churches are awakening from their long slumbers and putting 
on strength and coming up to their duty in the support of pas­
tors: believing the laborer is worthy of his hire. Their chris­
To the Board of the General Association of Kentucky.
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tian obligations are being felt, and the design of church organi­
zation is better understood. Their deep rooted prejudices 
against an enlightened ministry is fast giving way. The great 
duty of Temperance, the observance of the Sabbath, and be­
nevolent action is more highly regarded. There is evidently an 
increasing desire for their pulpits to be supplied each Lord’s- 
day with a devoted and consecrated servant of Christ, who 
might lead them into the green pastures of the Gospel.
The District Associations are beginning to feel that they are 
called upon to do something more than barely to meet and hear 
the painful intelligence that their churches are going fast into 
nonentity, as the result of inaction in the cause of Christ, 
and then to contend who shall be greatest, and who shall preach, 
and rejoice exceedingly if so fortunate as to get one on the 
stand who w ill boast long and loud of his ignorance, triumphing 
in the thought (while he thanks God,) that his back never 
rested against the wall of a College, and that his hands are pure 
from aiding those institutions that are sending out Heralds of 
the Cross to the perishing millions of earth; and the bible 
translated, that the benighted heathen may reiid in their own 
tongue the wonderful work of redemption. Several Associa­
tions have recently passed resolutions to send out evangelists 
to break the bread of life to the destitute, and encourage the 
churches in works of benevolent action.
I have hinted, that rapid -changes are taking place: but the 
great body of the denomination in the State, (though friendly,) 
have yet to have their energies enlisted in the cause of the Gene­
ral Association, and this will be a long and difficult task, inas 
much as their sympathies cannot be reached, as they may be, 
when the story of the guilt, wretchedness, and misery of the 
unenlightened nations are portrayed. It is hard to convince the 
brethren that they are under obligations to aid the destitute 
churches and Associations. Besides, as soon as they begin to 
canvass this subject, they are convinced that great improvement 
is required in the state of their own ministry, and times of wor­
ship, meeting-houses, &c.
One favorable symptom in the case, is, that many are stum­
bled at that favorite passage: “ Fear not little flock, it is your 
Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom,”  for daily the 
kingdom is departing from them. Something must be done; 
hence, some have resorted to anti-missions, others to protracted 
meetings, others to freeing their ministers from worldly occupa­
tions, that, if possible, they may keep pace with their effort. 
Brethren, whose success confounds those who have stood all this 
Gospel day idle. Should the same influence characterize our 
efforts for a few years, it w ill be a matter of comparatively
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small moment, whether those who are indifferent or opposed 
come up to the help of the Lord. The host of God's elect will 
be fully able to go up and possess the land.
There are several things that tend greatly to. clog the chariot 
wheels, and retard the progress of our cause. The most alarm­
ing of these is the indifference of a number of its professed 
friends. So many are the demands on the prayers and exertions 
of the benevolent, in this wonderful day of religious enterprise, 
it will be surprising if some are not neglected. The neutrals 
and looker’s on, who do not come up to the work, aro preventing 
many from engaging, who otherwise would come forward to our 
assistance. A want of entire confidence in the plan of our 
operations, is exerting a paralizing effect, that will require ocu­
lar demonstration in order to remove it. There are several 
important towns that demand the attention of those who wish 
to see the whole field occupied. Carrollton, Warsaw, Newport, 
Lawrenceburg, and Bardstown. These points should be sup­
plied if possible. But while this is done, we should not 
neglect those large districts of country which are famishing for 
the means of grace. , ,
In looking over my Journal, I am thankful to perceive few are 
the instances in which the meeting-house has been shut against 
me; and that in almost every place, I have had the hand of 
kindness extended to me; my ministry has been generally ap­
preciated. In passing through twenty-six counties, I have 
travelled 2165 miles; visited one hundred churches, besides 
several towns and villages; preached one hundred and sixty- 
three Sermons, and collected $306,30. The time I have spent 
in these services, amount to one hundred and ninety-four days.
Your s, in Christ,
GEO. MATHEWS.
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TREASURER’S REPORT.
C h . Q uirey , Treasurer,
In Account with Bap. Gen. .Ass. Ky.
Oct. 22,1839. To amount on hand at this date, $824 23 
Cash of Mrs. Wells, per Mr. Dupey, 2  00
$826 23
C on tr a , C r.
Oct. 24,1839. By cash, Rev. J. L. Burrows, 
for Ass. of ten churches,
per order, $50 00
Nov. 7. Cash paid Little Bethel Ass.
per order Gen. Ass. 100 00 
Feb, 25,1840. Cash paid Little Bethel Ass.
per order of the Board, 50 00 
March 9. Cash paid Jacob Garr, allow­
ance to Rev. W. C.
Buck, 169 86
April 1. Cash paid Union Ass. 50 00
Oct. 20. “  “  “  “  50 00
“  Rev. G. Mason, 
appropriated to Mays- 
ville church, 100 00— $569 86
Balance on hand, $256 37
The undersigned appointed to examine the above account, 
have found the same correctly cast and accompanied by the 
proper vouchers.
SAMUEL HAYCRAFT,
F. AUGUSTUS WILLARD.
October 26, 1840.
I35
REGULATIONS OF THE BOARD.
At a meeting of the Board of Managers, Feb. 25th, 1840, the 
following regulations were adopted:
“ Resolved, That in all cases of appropriation by this Braird, 
the Secretary at the order of the Board, shall draw on the Trea­
surer for the same, and no moneys shall be paid out of the 
Treasury except in answer to such draft.
Resolved, That appropriations to aid Associations or Churches 
in sustaining Missionary or other ministerial labor within their 
bounds, shall be paid quarterly, at the close of each three 
months after services rendered.”
Persons having business with the Board, should address the 
Corresponding Secretary.
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CONSTITUTION
O F T H E
K E N T U C K Y  A N D  F O R E I G N  B I B L E  S O C I E T Y .
A rticle 1st. This Society shall be called THE KENTUCKY 
AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY, Auxiliary to the Ameri­
can and Foreign Bible Society.
A rt . 2d. All persons contributing annually to the funds shall 
be members of the Society.
A rt . 3d. Each contributor of thirty dollars or more, shall be 
a member for life.
A rt . 4th. Life Directors and life members of the parent So­
ciety shall be, ex-officio, members of this. ,
A rt . 5th. All Churches and Societies agreeing to place their 
surplus funds in the Treasury of this Society, shall be Auxilia­
ries, and their representatives be entitled to the privilege of 
members.
A rt . 6th. The funds of this Society, after a deduction of in­
cidental expenses, shall be appropriated, through the American 
and Foreign Bible Society, as this Society may direct.
A rt . 7th. This Society shall annually elect a President, four 
Vice Presidents, a Recording and Corresponding Secretary, and 
Board of Managers, consisting of twenty members, all of whom 
shall be brethren in good standing in Baptist Churches, fifteen 
of them to reside in or near Louisville, and who shall hold their 
offices until superseded by a new election.
A rt . 8 th. The President, Vice President, and Secretaries, 
shall be ex-officio, members of the Board.
A rt . 9th. The Board of Managers shall meet quarterly, or 
more frequently if necessary, at such time and place as they 
shall adjourn to, or at the call of the President or Secretary, and 
five members shall be a quorum.
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A rt. 10th. The Board of Managers shall be charged with all 
business of the Society, during their appointment, and shall 
make a report at each Annual meeting. They shall enact their 
own By-laws and fill such vacancies as may occur in their own 
body.
A rt . 11th. The Society shall hold its annual meetings, at 
the same time and place of the annual meeting of the General 
Association of the Baptist in Kentucky.
A rt . 12th. The Minutes shall be signed by the President and 
Secretaries.
A rt . 13th. No alteration shall be made in the Constitution, 
except by a vote of two-thirds of the members present at an 
annual meeting.
i
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MINUTES.
The Second annual meeting of the K entucky  and F oreign 
B ible S o c ie t y , was held in Elizabethtown, commencing Octo­
ber 23d,1840.
The Society was called to order by the President; J. Eliot 
acting as Secretary pro. tern.
The following members were enrolled:
Louisville Baptist Bible Society—Elder W. C. Buck, Elder F. 
A. Willard, John L. Waller, and J. Eliot.
Goshen Bible Society—Elder J. II. Brown, J. W. Flanagan, 
John Haynes. 0. Newman, James Moorman and J. Snyder.
Green River Bible Society.— Elder D. S. Colgan, Elder R. 
Holman, and R. Ball.
Bowling-Green Bible Society—Elder J. M. Pendleton.
Walton Creek Bible Society.— G. S. Browning, and---------
Tichenor.
Shelbyville.—Elder S. Baker, W. Jarvis, and Thomas Hans- 
brough.
Pleasant Grove.—Elder T. M. Rice.
Otter Creek.— J. Vanmetre.
Nelson county.—John Samuels.
Union Association.— Elder M. S. Wiman.
Bethel Association.—Elder R. Rutherford.
) Hardinsburg.— J. S. Lightfoot and C. R. Moorman.
Hodgenville.—Elder T. J. Fisher.
Bullitt county.—W. VV. Wise.
Meade county.—W. Haynes.
Elizabethtown.— S. Haycraft.
May slick.—Elder G. Mason.
Henderson.— Elder H. B. Wiggin.
CONTRIBUTIONS.
W. Jarvis, $ 2  00 Thomas J. Fisher, $0 25
Jacob Vanmetre, 25 John Samuels, 1 00
Elder W. S. Wiman, 1 00 Elder H. B. Wiggin, 1 00
Nimrod Long, - 5 00 Elder R. Rutherford, 1 00
John L. Norton, 5 00 John S. Lightfoot, 1 00
W. W. Wise, - 2  00 W. Haynes, 2 50
S. Haycraft, - 2  00 Elder G. Mason, 2  00
C. R. Moorman, 50
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Brethren Buck, Colgan arid Willard, were appointed a com­
mittee to nominate the Officers for the ensuing year.
Adjourned until 7 o’clock, P. M.
F riday E v e n in g , October 23.
Met pursuant to adjournment. Prayer by Elder H. B. 
Wiggin.
The nominating committee made the following report which 
was adopted by the Society, viz:—
JOHN L. WALLER, of Louisville, President.
Elder James M. P endleton , of Bowling-Green, first Vice 
President.
Elder G. C. S e d w ic k , of Paris, second V. P.
“  J. S. H ig g in s , of Lincoln co., third V. P.
“  Wm. V a u g h a n , of Bloomfield, fourth V . P.
“  F. A. W illard , of Louisville, Corresponding Secretary. 
Ja s . E. T yler , of Louisville, Treasurer.
John  R ust , Recording Secretary.
M anagers—Elder John Finlay, Elder W. C. Buck, C. Quirey,
E. Bennett, Thomas R. Parrent, J. Eliot, Wm. Colgan, Elders 
D. S. Colgan, R. T. Anderson, J. W. Mansfield, G. Mason, W.
F. Broaddus, Samuel Baker, H. B. Wiggin, R. T. Dillard, J. 
D. Black, Alfred Taylor, E. G. Berry, J. M. Frost, and Russel 
Holman.
The report of the Board of managers was then read by the 
President, and ordered to be printed, on the motion of brother 
Buck, seconded and sustained by Elder John Peck, of New 
York.
The following Resolution, offered and supported by Elder 
Willard, and seconded by brother Baker, was unanimously 
adopted:
Resolved, That we recognize the great principle that “ The 
Bible, the whole Bible, and nothing but the Bible,”  is God’s own 
communication of truth for the salvation of a perishing world; 
and that as such, a most solemn responsibility rests on us as 
Christians, according to our ability, to give it unadulterated to 
the nations of the earth.
Elder I. T. Hinton, of Chicago, Illinois, offered the follow­
ing Resolution, which he supported with appropriate remarks, 
and which was seconded by Elder Buck; with a suggestion that 
the whole congregation be called on to vote, was passed with­
out a dissenting voice:
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Resolved, T h at D ivin e truth is the on ly  basis ol' national 
liberty  and happiness throughout the w orld— and that the c ircu ­
lation o f the word o f G od, dem and the m ost vigorous and per­
severin g support, not o n ly  from  every devoted C hristian , but 
from  every in te llig en t citizen .
O n m otion, it w as agreed, to request brother H in to n ’s speech 
for pub lication .
A  co lle ctio n  o f $ 2 1 ,8 7  1-2 cents w as then taken up.
A djourn ed, to m eet again  at the ca ll o f  the Chair.
M o n d a y  M o r n i n g ,  O ctob er 2 5 .
M et at the ca ll o f  the C hairm an. P rayer b y  brother K e e n . 
E ld er W illia m  V aughan w as appointed to preach the n ext 
A n n u a l Serm on before the S o ciety .
O n m otion, Resolved, T h a t the M in utes, R eport o f  the B oard. 
& c . ,  be published  in conn exion  w ith  the M inutes o f the G en e­
ral A sso cia tio n .
A djourned, to m eet in  R u ss e llv ille , on F rid a y  precedin g the 
3d L o rd ’s-day in O ctober, 18 4 1.
J O H N  L . W A L L E R ,  P res’l.
J. E l i o t ,  Sec’y.
R E P O R T
O f the Board o f  the Kentucky and F oreign  Bible Society.
T h e tim e havin g arrived for your A n n u a l m eeting, it becom es 
our duty to give you an accoun t o f our stew ardship. T h e past 
year has been a chequered one. E m b arrassm en t and b an k­
ruptcy have p aralized  the en ergies o f the com m ercial w orld. 
T h e m onetary pressure has been un paralleled , bearin g a like  
upon a ll c lasses o f com m unity. L ab o r has been but poorly 
rew arded, and enterprise and industry have not m et their w on ted  
encouragem ent. O ur country has been the arena o f the 
fiercest p o litica l contest know n to its history. E very  thing has 
tended to repress v ita l goodliness, to im pair the energies o f the 
church, to ch eck  b en evo len t effort, and to grieve the H o ly  
S p irit in the hearts o f  the d iscip les o f C hrist. B u t thanks to 
our H eav en ly  Father, his lo v in g  kindn ess has not been w ith ­
draw n from  us; and in m an y respects, the past has been  a year 
o f unusual prosperity to our Z ion . T h e angel o f  m ercy  de­
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scended and troubled our w aters; and thousands w en t dow n 
into them  and w ere healed. A  large num ber o f our churches 
have been  revived, and considerable accession s have been m ade; 
and even now , from  various portions o f our State, the grateful 
n ew s is b ein g borne to our ears, that sinners are turnin g to God. 
L e t  this fill our hearts w ith  gratitude and stim ulate us to prose­
cute, w ith  renew ed en ergy, the w ork w e are called  in P rovi­
den ce to perform .
AGENCY.
Y o u r B oard  w ere u n ab le, un til the year w as far spent, to 
procure a Suitable A g e n t to lay  the cla im s o f the S o c ie ty  before 
our brethren, and the com m un ity  generally. In  M ay last, E ld er 
E d w a r d  K i n g s f o r d ,  visited  our State as A g e n t o f the A m erican  
and F oreign  B ib le  S o ciety , (to w h ich  w e are A u x ilia ry ,)  and 
your B oard  im m ed iate ly  engaged his services, a llo w in g  him  the 
sam e sa lary  as the P aren t B oard, v iz; $800 per annum . On 
the 8th day o f June, he com m en ced  his labors as our A gen t. 
A lth o u gh  he had m an y difficulties to encounter— a stranger—  
the scarcity  o f  m oney— an u n u su ally  rain y season— appoint­
m ents h a stily  m ade and but im p erfectly  k n ow n — still he has 
rendered im portant service to the cause. H is co llection s, it is 
true, have n ot been  large, excep t as v iew ed  in  conn exion  w ith  
the hardness o f the tim es and the d isadvantages under w h ich  
he labored. B u t his services have been va lu ab le  in exp la in in g 
in  a clear and forcib le m ann er the prin cip les b y  w h ich  our 
action  is governed; in courteously and a b ly  contrastin g the 
B a p tis t rule o f g iv in g  to the n ations in  their ow n tongues the 
w h o l e  B i b l e  un m utilated  and undisguised; w ith  the Pedobap- 
tist rule o f k eep in g  b ack  or co n cea lin g  in  an u n kn ow n  tongue, 
a part o f the m essage o f G od to m en; and also in urging upon 
the d iscip les o f C hrist the duty and high privilege o f engagin g 
in the great w ork o f g iv in g  to the benighted  m illio n s o f earth, 
w ho are perish in g for the la ck  o f kn ow ledge, “ a ll the w ords o f 
this life .”
E ld e r  K in gsford  v isited  m any o f the churches in  the bounds 
o f the L o n g  R un , S a le m , R u s s e l’s C reek, L ib e rty  and G reen 
R iv e r  A sso cia tio n s, and the inform ation  he gave, has laid  a per­
m anen t foundation for future in te llig en t action  in b eh a lf o f  the 
B ib le . H e co llected  $ 4 3 6 ,74  in  cash, and received  good sub­
scrip tion s am ountin g to $ 4 16 ,2 5 , besides other co llectio n s 
w h ich  w ere paid to the Treasurers o f A u x ilia ry  S o cie ties . In  
consideration  o f the hardness o f the tim es, he generously 
abated  $200 o f his salary; and refused to receive m ore than 
$600 per annum ; som e n ecessary  expenses exclu ded — an in­
stance o f n oble d isinterestedn ess, w orthy o f a ll com m en dation,
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w hich  w ill the m ore readily  be appreciated w hen w e rem em ber 
that he left hom e, the enjoym ents o f his fam ily , and cam e som e 
hundreds o f m iles, at the sacrifice o f com fort and o f ease, to 
plead the cause o f the heathen and the B ib le . W e  are happy 
to announce to you that i f  it m eets your approbation, his servi­
ces can be procured for the en suin g year; and w e know  o f no 
one better qualified for A gen t. W ith  the m anners o f the gen­
tlem an  and hum ble p iety  o f the C hristian , are com bin ed in 
h im , self-sacrificing zea l, industry that never tires, and a perse­
verance that stops at no obstacles.
R E C E I P T S .
A t our last A n n iversary, it w as hoped that several thousand 
dollars could be raised during this year, for the purpose o f 
g iv in g  to the n ations, in  their vern acular tongues, the Sacred  
Scriptures; but w e regret to say  that for causes a lready nam ed, 
but little  has been accom plished. D eductin g from the receipts 
o f this and the past year the expenses o f  A g en cy , and there 
rem ains in  the Treasurer’s hands on ly $462,62. L e t us not 
how ever be discouraged at this deficit; but adopting the n oble 
sen tim en t o f C arey, as our m otto— “ attem pt great things, exp ect 
great th in gs;” — let us labor to retrieve in the en suing year w hat 
w e have lost in  the past.
P R O S P E C T S ,  C A P A B I L I T I E S  O F  T H E  D E N O M I N A T I O N ,  & C .
N o cause ever presented to the b enevolence o f the B aptists o f 
K en tu ck y, has m et so m uch of their approbation, as the cause, for 
the furtherance o f w hich, this S o ciety  w as organized. E steem in g  
the B ib le  the on ly  standard o f religious truth, the m agna charta o f  
their faith, to w h ich  they have clun g in a ll ages o f their history w ith 
a  grasp that no force could sever, and with an ardor o f affection 
w h ich  no persecution  could abate— the B aptists o f K en tu ck y, 
in com m on w ith  their brethren every w here, w hen inform ed 
that the m illio n s o f heathendom  w ere lookin g to them  for the 
S acred  Scriptures in  the language w herein  they w ere born, 
have prom ptly responded b y their prayers and their alm s. On 
alm o st every occasion , w here the cla im s o f the S o cie ty  have 
been presented, the response has been cordial and unanim ous; 
and very  m any m ay be found w ho, though opposed to the other 
b en evolen t institutions o f the churches, yet give to this their 
unqualified  approbation and support.
T h e B ap tists in  K en tu ck y  are a lm ost n u m erica lly  equal to 
a ll other religious denom inations co lle ctive ly . W e  m ay safely  
estim ate one-third o f the population  o f the State to be Baptist 
in sentim ent. T h is  large num ber o f individuals need but to be 
correctly  inform ed on the subject o f  the B ib le  cause, and espe­
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c ia lly  o f the p rin cip les, o f  action  w h ich  resp ectively  govern the 
operations o f the B ap tists and the P edob ap tists, in  tran slating 
the S acred  Scriptures, to induce them  to act in its behalf. 
T h e L ord  has b lessed  m any o f our brethren w ith  an abundance 
o f w orld ly  goods. N or can th ey be called  covetous or even 
indifferent to the cause o f b en evolen ce. W h en ev er they have 
been  properly called  upon, they have gen era lly  been found lib e­
ral; and w herever th ey have been properly inform ed, their 
action  has been prom pt and efficient. U n til w ithin  a few  years 
past no esp ecial effort has been m ade to spread inform ation and 
to excite  to action, and even yet but little  effort, com pared w ith  
the vast field, has been put forth for that purpose. L e t  the ne­
cessary inform ation be spread before the brethren, and w e need 
have no fears but they w ill fu lly  equal in lib era l contributions 
for the spread o f the G osp el, the B ap tists o f  other States.
A U X I L I A R I E S .
It is desirable to have every church or at least every A sso c ia ­
tion  an A u x ilia ry  in  the cause o f the B ib le . I f  the churches 
and A sso ciatio n s w ould send up their contributions d irectly  or 
b y  the m eans o f local B ib le  S o cieties, organized for the purpose, 
the n ecessity  o f A g en cie s  w ould  m easurably cease. T h is 
course has been adopted in the bounds o f the R u ss e l’s C reek, 
G asper R iver, B eth e l, and G oshen A sso cia tio n s, and also by 
som e o f the churches in G arrard, L in co ln , and B arren  counties. 
W e  cannot exp ect to succeed in the enterprize w e have under­
taken, or contribute any perm anent assistance to the B ib le  
cause, w ithout the estab lishm en t o f A u x ilia ry  S o cieties, so as 
to ca ll into action  every church and every A sso cia tio n . L e t the 
pastors and prom inent m em bers o f the churches take this m at­
ter in hand, and the w ork  w ill be done. It w ould  also result 
in great good to have organized, as far as practicable, Female 
A uxilian j Societies; for exp erience has proven that in w orks o f 
b en evo len ce, the fem ale's hand know s 110 m iser’s grip, but 
m oves in obedien ce to the generous im pulses o f  a fem a le ’s 
heart.
T H E  R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y  O F  T H E  B A P T I S T S .
T h e dem and for the H o ly  Scriptures is com m ensurate w ith  
the m oral degradation o f the heathen w orld. E very  in tellig en t 
and pious m ind m ust feel in ten sely  excited  w hen it reflects that 
inn um erable m yriads o f our fellow  im m ortals, w hose souls are 
as va lu able  as our ow n and w hom  w e m ust m eet at the bar o f 
the Judgm ent, are hasten ing into eternity w ithout a know ledge 
o f  the Savior! P rovidence has, during the present century, in  a 
m ost w onderful m anner, given  us access to nations around
w hom , for ages antecedent, a w a ll o f ignorance and supersti* 
tion, im pervious to the light o f  truth, had been thrown. Far 
the larger portion o f m ankind  had not, in their own languages, 
the vo lu m e o f inspiration, until w ith in  the last fifty years. T he 
B ap tists, under G od, have been m ore instrum ental than all 
others in tran slating the Scriptu res, into the languages o f these 
destitute nations. T h ey  have translated the B ib le  in w hole or 
in part, into languages spoken by considerably m ore than h a lf 
the population o f the globe. In  m any o f those languages, the 
Scriptu res to a considerable extent have been circulated. T h e 
people have tasted the sw eet w aters, and extend their im plorin g 
hands to us a sk in g  for m ore to slake their parchin g thirst. 
A lrea d y  th ey have seen  the light o f revelation , and they earnest­
ly  desire to w a lk  in it. From  the ju n gles o f the G anges and 
the Indus; a lon g the coasts o f China; from the isles o f the S ea , 
and the w ild s o f the R o ck y  M ountains, a vo ice  com es to us, 
sayin g, “ S en d  us the B ib le !”  A frica , benighted, injured A fr i­
ca, “ the N iobe o f n atio n s,”  dem ands o f us the B ib le! G reece—  
the hom e o f ph ilosophy and o f song— “ the land o f lost gods 
and god-like m en ” — having roused h erse lf from a sleep o f 
tw en ty  centuries and broken from  her lim bs the shackles o f 
O ttom an  oppression, desires the B ib le! T h e poor Jew s, out­
casts from hom e, a proverb and a byew ord am ong a ll n ations, 
are anxious once m ore to chant the sw eet songs o f their pro­
phets, and to learn from  the N ew  T estam en t, w hether Jesus o f 
N azareth  is the S h iloh  o f Israel, the K in g  w ho is to restore 
them  to their lon g lost country and hom e. Indeed, a lm ost 
am ong a ll nations, a deep an xiety  prevails to understand 
the doctrines o f the B ib le; to investigate the cla im s o f M essiah 
to the em pire o f the w orld. It is for you to say how far you 
w ill contribute to the supply o f  the m oral w ants o f the m illio n s 
w ho are destitute o f the B ib le — or how  far you w ill turn a deaf 
ear to the cry  o f earth, ca llin g  from  a ll its dark p laces, for the 
light o f revelation.
T o  the B ap tist den om ination , the nations m ust look  for the 
Sacred  Scriptures faith fu lly  translated into their languages. It 
is w ell know n that the N ational S o cieties o f  E n glan d  and of 
the U n ited  States (the tw o principal B ib le  S ocieties in the 
w o rld ,) have passed R esolution s refusing to aid in the circulation  
of “ on ly such versions as conform  in the prin cip les o f their 
translation to the com m on English version, at least so far as 
that a ll religious denominations represented in these Societies, 
can consistently use and circu late said versions in their several 
schools and com m u n ities.” * T h is  R esolution , you perceive at
“See the Resolution o f the Board o f  Managers o f the American Bible Society, 
paused Feb. 17, 1836; and subsequently ratified by the Soeietv.
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once, denies to the heathen a fa ith f ul version o f the Scriptures. 
F or in these S ocieties are the advocates o f sp rin klin g  and the 
advocates o f exclu sive  im m ersion. T o  secure the aid o f these 
S o cieties to any version  o f the Scriptures then, the rite o f bap­
tism  m ust be concealed in an unknow n tongue; or else m ust 
teach that baptism  m ay be adm inistered indifferen tly b y  sp rin k­
lin g  or b y  im m ersion. In  them  are C alv in ists  and A m in ian s; 
a version  o f the B ib le  in any heathen language m ust favor a lik e  
both these an tagonistical sen tim en ts, or it cannot be circu lated . 
In  thfem are the friends o f E p isco p a cy  and the staunch advo­
cates o f  C ongregationalism ; and the peculiar view s o f each o f 
these parties m ust a like be favored in every version  m ade in 
foreign language, or no aid can be afforded b y  the S ocieties 
under the control o f the Pedobaptists! C an an y P rotestant—  
an y true lover o f the B ib le  consent to give to the n ations the 
com m unications o f G od to m en, in language as u n m ean in g 
and as am biguous as the heathen oracles? T h e prin cip le  o f  
translation  laid  dow n b y  these S o cie ties , is n ot that the versio n  
shall be conform ed to the d iction  o f the H o ly  G host, but to the 
dogm as and creeds o f P resbyterians, M ethodists, B ap tists, 
E p iscop alian s, C on gregation alists, L utheran s, D utch R eform ­
ers, Q uakers, & c .;  for no version is to be circulated  w h ich  these 
denom inations cannot “ consistently use and circulate in their 
several schools and com m u n ities!”
T h e B ap tist prin cip le o f tran slation  is couched in the fo llo w ­
in g  R esolu tion  o f the A m e rican  B ap tist B oard of F oreign  M is­
sions, passed in A p ril, 1833:
“ Resolved, T h at a ll the M issionaries o f  the B oard, w ho are, 
or w ho shall be engaged in tran slating the Scriptu res, be in ­
structed to endeavor, b y  earnest prayer, and d ilig en t study, to 
ascertain  the m ean in g o f the original text; to express that 
m ean in g as e xa ctly  as the nature o f the languages into w hich  
they shall translate the B ib le , w ill  perm it; and to transfer no 
words w h ich  are capable o f a literal tran slation .”
It w ill be perceived  that this rule proposes to give to the 
n ations, the Scriptures faith fu lly  and fu lly  translated. It p laces 
no restrictions on the con scien ces o f the translators; nor d ic­
tates to them  any particular w a y  to render any w ord so as to 
suit the view s o f an y party. T o  this rule, so C ath olic  and ev i­
den tly  so correct and proper, our P edob ap tist friends w ill not 
subscribe. A lth o u gh  they profess great confidence in the cor­
rectness and propriety o f sp rin klin g and pouring for baptism , 
yet th ey m anifest great reluctan ce to trust the un biassed  judg­
m en t o f the translator for a faithful rendering o f every word o f 
the original Scriptures. Perhaps th ey are conscious that few  
m en w ould  hazard their reputations for honesty, to say  nothing
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o f scholarship, by tran slating the B ib le  in any language, so as 
to read as follow s: M at. 3, 5 and 6: “ T hen  w en t out to him  
Jerusalem , and a ll Judea, and all the region round about Jor­
dan, and w ere sprinkled, or poured  o f him  in Jordan, confessin g 
their s in s .”  V erse 16 — “ A n d  Jesus w hen he w as sprinkled, 
ox poured  w en t up straitw ay out o f the w a ter,”  & c . Chap. 28: 
19 — “ G o ye, therefore, and teach a ll nations, sprinkling, or 
p ou rin g  them  in the nam e of the Father, and o f the Son , and 
o f the H o ly  G h o st.”  John 3: 23— “ A n d  John also w as sprink­
ling , or pou rin g  in  E non , near to S a lim , because there w a s  
m uch w ater there; and th ey cam e and w ere sprinkled, or 
poured.”  A cts  2, 38— “ R ep en t and be sprinkled, or poured 
ev e ry o n e  o f you in the n am e o f Jesus C h rist.”  Chap. 8: 12—  
“ T h ey  w ere sprinkled, or poured, both m en and w o m e n .”  
V erses 38 and 39 — “ A n d  they w en t dow n both into the w ater, 
both P h ilip  and the E unuch, and he sprinkled, or poured  him ; and 
w hen  they w ere com e up out o f the w a ter,”  & c . R om ans 6: 
4— “ Therefore w e are buried w ith  him  b y  sprinkling, ox p ou rin g  
into d eath ,”  & c .
W e ll  m ight the P edob ap tist Boards o f the A m erican  B ib le  
S o c ie ty , and o f the B ritish  and F oreign  B ib le  S o ciety , conclude 
that i f  a rule for tran slatin g every w ord o f the S criptures w ere 
adopted, few  persons could be found who w ould  venture to 
tran slate  baptizo inaccordance w ith  their practice. B u t if  the 
truth requires it, le t it be so translated, say  the B aptists; for 
w e in sist that w e should not con ceal from  the heathen an y por­
tion  o f the w ord o f G od. T h e L ord  certain ly  designed that 
the ordinance o f baptism  should be observed; and i f  so, he 
com m un icated  his pleasure in in te llig ib le  language. I f  that 
language justifies the practice o f our P edob ap tist brethren, are 
they asham ed to let the heathen know  it? I f  it does not au­
thorize their p ractice, then le t it be p la in ly  stated w hat it does 
authorize. L e t  G od be true and every m an a liar— sp eak p la in ­
ly, though it condem ns the practice o f  evfery den om ination  in 
C hristendom . S o  w e b elieve and so we practice.
T h e B ap tist M issionaries w ithout excep tion , and som e o f 
the P ed ob ap tist M issionaries, have translated baptizo and its 
cognates b y  w ords, sign ifyin g  in the vernacular tongues, im ­
m erse. A n d  how  else , as honest and learned m en, could 
they have translated it. T h is rendering is justified b y  a ll the 
an cien t orien tal versions; and b y  m any o f the principal E uro­
pean version s. It com ports w ith  the p lain  and obvious sen se 
o f the K in g  Jam es translation. T h is rendering is sustained by 
the com m on  consent o f a ll scholars and critics o f  an y note, 
and b y  the general practice o f a ll C hristian s from  the days o f  
John the B ap tist to the C ou n cil o f R aven n a in 1 3 1 1 .  T h e
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practice o f the G reeks, in w hose language the N ew  T estam en t 
w as w ritten by inspiration, from the baptism  of the P h ilip p ian  
ja ilo r  and his household b y  P au l and S ila s , to the present day, 
and the practice o f a ll the C hristians in the w orld  w ho never 
ackn ow ledged  the Pope o f R o m e ’s usurped authority, go to 
prove that baptizo signifies to im m erse. In deed, no m an o f any 
inform ation calls this in  question. It is adm itted on all hands, 
by people o f every creed and every den om ination , that im m er­
sion is va lid ,an d  con sequen tly  Scriptu ral, baptism . N o person 
dare say if  a  version o f the B ib le  in an y heathen language teach 
im m ersion to be baptism , that it teaches w hat is not the truth. 
W h y  then do the B ib le  S o cieties under the control o f the Pedo- 
baptists refuse to aid the circu lation  o f such versons, esp e c ia lly  
w hen they kn ow  that a large portion o f m ankind  have B ib le s  
o f no other sort. D o not the P edobaptists profess to hold that 
the mode o f baptism  is a “ m ere n on-essential?”  W o u ld  they 
then w ithhold  from the heathen the Sacred  Scriptures on ac­
count o f a “ m ere non-essential?”  T h e B oard  o f the B ib le  
S ocieties m ay do so, but w e are persuaded that few  lib era l 
m inded and w ell-inform ed P edob ap tists w ill lend them  their 
approbation.
O P P O S I T I O N .
T h e opposition w e have had to encounter originates m ain ly  
in ignorance or vulgar prejudice. There are som e good breth­
ren, B ap tists as w e ll as persons o f other den om ination s, w ho 
are seriou sly  alarm ed at our m ovem ents. T h ey  suppose that 
because, under the rule o f tran slatin g  every w ord o f the S cr ip ­
tures w hich  is suscep tib le o f tran slation, our M issionaries have 
translated  baptizo w ith  its cognates b y  a w ord eq u ivalen t to 
im m ersion, that therefore w e are a lterin g  the com m on E n g lish  
version! It has been gravely  said  in  print, that ‘the friends o f 
M issions are en couragin g one Judson, in m a kin g  a n ew  E n g lish  
tran slation, called  the B urm an B ib le , w h ich  m a teria lly  differs 
from  the good old K in g  Jam es versio n !!!’ S u ch  persons w ill 
confidently m aintain  that P au l and the rest o f the A p ostles 
spoke in E n glish , and that the origin al Scriptures w ere w ritten  
in  pure A n glo-Saxo n ! T h e y  appear to think it u tterly  im possi 
b le  that a G erm an can understand the conversation  of a brother 
G erm an , and that no other language excep t their ow n, is in te l­
lig ib le !— T h at the H ebrew , G reek , L a tin , F ren ch , Ita lian , & c . 
& c .,  w ere consequent upon the confusion o f tongues at B a b el, 
and from  that tim e to this it has been so that a ll w ho do not 
speak the E n g lish  do n ot “ understand one another’ s sp eech !”  
T h is v ie w  o f m atters have induced som e o f the B ap tists to m ake 
vio len t opposition  to onr efforts, and to declare a n on-fellow ship
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for our S o ciety . W e  hope that the tim e is not far d istant w hen 
th ey w ill  becom e better inform ed, and con seq u en tly  en tertain  
better opinions o f our operations.
C O N C L U S I O N .
In the great w ork  o f g iv in g  circu lation  to G o d ’s w ord w e 
should be n either d isheartened b y difficulties, nor d ism ayed  by 
opposition. L e t  us study to kn ow  our duty; and h a vin g  ascer­
tained it, fea rlessly  perform  it. In  g iv in g  to the n ations the 
Sacred  Scriptu res, w e in  effect are resurrectin g the P rophets 
and A p o stles and sen din g them  out as M issio n aries. E ven  
the S avio r h im se lf preaches his ow n  G osp el to the children  o f 
m en. N or do w e sen d them  out as M issio n aries on ly, but 
endow  them  alm ost w ith  ubiquity. T h e H indoo on the b an ks 
o f the G anges, and the N orth A m e rica n  In dian  at the foot o f the 
R o ck y  M ountains, m ay chant at the sam e tim e the P salm s o f 
the sw eet sin ger in  Israel. A n d  the d w ellers am id the frozen 
regions o f the north, and beneath  the b urn ing sun o f the equa­
tor, m ay en joy at the sam e tim e the discourses o f Prophets and 
the instruction  o f A p o stles. T h e lan guage o f P au l on M ar’s 
H ill, b y  g iv in g circu lation  to the B ib le , is m ade to reverbe­
rate throughout the earth— G od “ now  com m andeth a ll m en every 
w here to rep e n t.”  F il l  the w orld  w ith  the B ib le , and then the 
fine vision  o f the poet w ill  be realized:
/
One song employs all nations, and all cry,
“ Worthy the Lamb, for he was slain for us!”
The dwellers in the vales and on the rocks 
Shout to each uther, and the mountain tops,
From the distant mountains, catch the flying joy,
Till nation after nation taught the strain,
Earth rolls the rapturous hosanna round.
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R. F. & CHINA MISSION SOCIETY.
E l i z a b e t h t o w n ,  O ct. 23, 1840.
A t  an A n n u al m eeting o f the R . F . and C hina M ission, for 
the M ississip p i V a lley , the Introductory Serm on w as preached 
b y  E ld er F . W illard , from M att, xvi, 3.
T h e P resident, E ld er W . C . B u ck , in the C h air, brother J. 
E lio t, Secretary.
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W illa rd , John L . W a lle r , and J. E lio t. 
E ld er M. W im a n .
“  Isaac T . H inton.
C O N T R I B U T I O N S .
P le asa n t G rove Church, -
E ld er J. H . B row n , co llection s on subscriptions 
to E ld er J. L . B urrow s.
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O n  m otion, Resolved, T h a t the present B oard o f M anagers 
be retained, and the E xe cu tiv e  C om m ittee be instructed  to fill 
a ll  vacan cies.
T h e P resid en t, in  b e h a lf o f  the E xe cu tiv e  C om m ittee, then 
m ade the A n n u a l R eport w h ich  w as ordered to be published 
w ith  the M inutes.
B rethren  F . A . W illa rd  and J. E lio t, appointed a com m ittee 
to audit the T reasu rer’s A cco u n ts.
T h e fo llo w in g  R esolu tion s offered b y  brother John L . W a lle r, 
and seconded in  an eloq uen t and appropriate speech by E ld e r
I. T . H in ton , w ere u n an im ou sly  adopted:
Resolved, T h a t in  the m an ifest fu lfilm ent o f the prophecies 
w h ich  assigns to the L o rd  Jesus the un divided sceptre o f the 
w orld, a ll w ho pray “ T h y  k ingdom  com e, thy w ill be done on 
earth as it is in H e av en ,” — have abundant ground o f encdurage- 
m en t, n ot on ly  thus to pray, but to labor for and exp ect the 
sp eedy consum m ation o f their hopes.
Resolved, T h at in the c a llin g  o f the first F oreign  M ission ary 
from  the w est, and assign in g  him  C h in a, as his field o f labor, 
G od  seem s in  a sp ecial m anner to ca ll upon the churches in the 
M ississip p i V a lle y , to regard C h in a  as the portion o f the w orld 
assign ed  them , and to its evan gelization  w e affection ately  invite 
them  to d irect their prayers and alm s.
A d jou rn ed  to the ca ll o f the Chair.
M o n d a y  M o r n i n g ,  O ct. 26.
M et pursuant to adjournm ent. O n m otion o f brother W a l­
ler, the introductory Serm on  b y  E ld er W illa rd , and the S p eech  
o f  E ld er H in ton , w era  requested for p u b lication .
O n m otion  o f E ld e r C olgan ,
Resolved, T h a t the E xe cu tiv e  C om m ittee be a llo w ed  discre­
tion ary pow er in the sale o f  the C h in a  M ission  A d vocate .
E ld er R . H olm an  elected  to preach the n ext A n n u a l Serm on.
O rdered, that the M inutes be pu b lish ed  under the direction  o f 
the E xe cu tiv e  C om m ittee.
A d jou rn ed , to m eet in R u ss e llv ille , on Thursday, the 14th o f  
O ctob er, 18 4 1.
W I L L I A M  C. B U C K , Pres't.
J. E u o t ,  Scc’y.
A N N U A L  R E P O R T .
The Executive Committee in behalf of the Board, beg leave to 
make the following Report:
In pursuance of a Resolution passed at your last Anniversary, 
your Committee proceeded to contract for the binding of the 
copies of the China Mission Advocate, which had not been 
taken by subscribers. Upon examination, it appeared that only 
about 330 had been subscribed for, including those given to 
benevolent bodies and Missionaries; while owing to the mis­
management of the man in charge of the press, some of the 
numbers were so deficient, that only 592 copies of the entire 
work could be made up to be bound, so that the Society has 
lost in our payment to the publishers, the sum of 78 dollars, 
which we hope they will refund to the Society. Of those sub­
scribed for, many are yet in arrears, as there has been no Agent 
in the field this year—the Board not being able to secure the 
services of a suitable person. Of the bound books, 78 copies 
have been sold, at $ 1,75 each, for which the money has been 
received—and 77 copies, in addition, not yet paid for; so that 
there remains 437 copies still on hand.
All that has been done for the Society this year, by way of 
selling Books, or procuring funds, except the small contribu­
tions from two Auxiliaries, has been done by Elder Wm. C. 
Buck, without recompense, and his efforts bave been very limi­
ted on account of his other engagements; so that only $507 82 
cents, have been collected from all the sources of income the 
past year. For the details in the financies of the Society, we 
beg leave to refer you to the Treasurer’s account, as audited, 
for Report, in which the entire collections and disbursements 
are carefully and accurately exhibited.
Our Missionary, Elder I. J. Roberts, with his usual faithful­
ness and punctuality, has kept your committee apprized of all 
the important incidents which have transpired in China, affect­
ing the Mission, either generally or his operations specially, 
but as the most material portion of his communication, as well 
as those of Mr. Gutslaff have been, from time to time, published 
in the Banner & Pioneer, the committee beg leave to refer you
to those documents for a more enlarged account of things, and 
for the present confine ourselves to a few material points, con­
cerning the state and prospects of the Mission.
You are apprised that the difficulties which have occurred 
between the British and Chinese governments, affected the rela­
tions of all foreigners to the local authorities, for a time, so that 
all Chinese servants and scholars were compelled to leave their 
employers and teachers, so that brother Roberts was at once 
deprived of his Chinese teacher and of the class of Chinese 
boys under his instructions; and although the Chinese authori­
ties have subsequently made a difference between the English 
and other foreigners, still the terror of a relentless despotism, 
conspiring with the prejudice of the natives, have thus far 
rendered it impossible to revive the school. Early upon the 
location of brother Roberts at Macoa, he took the precaution 
to secure permission from the Governor of the Portuguese 
Castle at that place, to preach and teach in his own hired house; 
and this advantage he still enjoys, but is prohibited by the Chi­
nese authorities from visiting the main-land, and by the Portu­
guese from preaching or distributing books any where within 
their possessions, except in his own house. He can, however, 
walk abroad and converse with the people, and if he can coax 
them home with him, has the right to preach to them as much 
as he pleases, and to give them books to any amount. And in 
this way, he has been for some time laboring to do good—while 
he is ardently prosecuting the study of the language, in order to 
more enlarged action so soon as a door shall be opened. The 
great importance of a uniform translation of the Scriptures 
among any portion of the heathen suggested to your committee, 
the propriety of laboring to effect, if possible, such a uniformity 
in the translation to be circulated in the great Empire of China, 
and especially as such a translation is immediately needed for 
the use and distribution of the Missionaries now in the field. 
Your committee deemed it of ulterior importance, to secure, if 
possible, this desirable object as soon as possible. The trans­
lations of Marshman and Morrison, having both fallen into 
disuse on account of their idiomatic imperfections, and the 
prospect of an adequate translation being furnished in any short 
time by any Baptist Missionary in the field, and by diligent 
inquiry, having satisfied ourselves that the translation now 
being made by Messrs. Medhurst and Gutslaff was the best 
hitherto made, in the Chinese language, and equal to any we 
might expect for years to come, except the translation of the 
word Baptizo, and its cognates, your committee were induced to 
propose to the proprietors of this version, and to other Mission­
aries in China, through our Missionary, Elder I. J. Roberts, an
1arrangement by which that version could be used by all the 
Missionaries in China; and we rejoice to say, that our proposi­
tion has been cheerfully accepted by the proprietors, and 
concurred in by the majority of the' Missionaries concerned. 
And this arrangement is the more gratifying, because the con­
dition upon which we proposed to adopt the version was, that 
we should have the right to correct what appears to form the 
only exception to the work, the translation of Baptizo and its 
cognates, while it affords a ground for the approximation of the 
various denominations in the work of evangelizing China, 
which could not be effected in any other way. As however the 
letter of Mr. Roberts to the Board and the one from Mr. 
Gutslaff to the President of the Society, upon this subject, have 
both been published in the Banner and Pioneer, we refer you to 
those documents for the details of the plan, and will only add that 
Elder Maclay was commissioned by your committee to secure 
the co-operation of the American and Foreign Bible Society, 
and also the Baptist Board of Missions in England in this 
arrangement, but have not yet been apprized of the result of 
his Agency.
The overture which was made by you, at your annual meet­
ing in 1837, to the Baptist Board of Foreign Missions in Bos­
ton, has recently met the cordial approbation of that body, 
and nothing is now wanting to consummate the co-operation of 
the two Boards but the concurrence of our Missionary. He 
has been promptly advised of the arrangement, and his appro­
bation is expected as soon as his answer can be returned. The 
articles of union proposed by you, and the letter of acceptance 
by them are hereto appended, for the satisfaction of all con­
cerned. (See articles A. cf  B .)
While your committee desire to offer devout thanks to the 
God of Missions for his blessing vouchsafed upon our feeble 
efforts the past year, they cannot but be deeply sensible of the 
great apathy which have characterized the Churches in this 
greaf Valley, in regard to the calls of China; and while we 
pray Almighty God, that they may be stirred up to an effort 
proportioned to this vast enterprize, we can but hope, that 
another year will furnish us matter to report still more cheering 
and encouraging to all who look and pray for the universal 
reign of Messiah upon earth.
WM. C. BUCK. Ch'vian.
J. E l i o t , Sec’y.
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(A.)
We, the undersigned, appointed a committee and council, es­
pecially, to devise a plan by which the Roberts’ Fund and China 
Mission Society of the Mississippi Valley, may co-operate harmo­
niously with the Baptist Board of Foreign Missions—beg leave 
to Report:
That regarding the objects of the two Societies as identically 
the same, we can conceive no reason why the most entire har­
mony and co-operation should not prevail between them, and 
are unwilling to believe that any thing besides the absence of a 
proper understanding of each other’s plans and feelings, have 
hitherto prevented such a connexion. Convinced, as we are, of 
this fact, and feeling desirous, if possible, to remove all such ob­
stacles: we therefore recommend to the Society the adoption of 
the following Resolutions:
1st. Resolved, That the members of this Society feel the ob­
ligations which rest upon them to labor for the spread of the 
Gospel, to be paramount to all others.
2d. Resolved, That affectionate and reciprocal concert with 
our brethren in this holy enterprize, next to the approbation of 
God, is best calculated to sustain and cheer us in prosecuting 
this great work.
3d. Resolved, therefore, that we tender to the Baptist Board in 
Boston, a co-operation upon the following conditions, viz:
First. We reserve to this Society the entire legal control of 
the property of brother I. J. Roberts.
Secondly. We reserve the right of transacting our own inter­
nal business ;—such as appointing our Agents, the electing our 
own officers, and the directing in what way all the funds collec­
ted by this Society, for the China Mission, shall be applied.
Thirdly. That our Missionary shall be recognized, as other 
Missionaries of that Board.
Fourthly. On our part, we pledge ourselves to act as faithful 
Agents for that Board, in the collection and remittal of all funds 
obtainable by us, for the other objects of that Board.
And upon these conditions we will cheerfully be regarded as 
Auxiliary to that Board.
WM. C. BUCK,
R. B. C. HOWELL,
WM. VAUGHAN, i Com'tee.
J. L. WALLER.
G. C. SEDWICK, )
G. WALLER, ) r  
ALF’D. BENNET, ] council.
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(B.)
B a p . M i s s i o n a r y  R o o m s , ) 
B o s t o n , J u l y  28 , 1840. )
Rev, W m . C. B u c k , Pres't. &c.
Louisville, Ky.
Dear Brother:—The Board of the Bap­
tist General Convention for Foreign Missions, have reviewed 
the communication made to them in November, 1837, by the 
Roberts Fund and China Mission Society, accompanied by a 
letter of explanation, dated June 8, 1840—and accede to the 
proposals therein contained. They will not consider Rev. I. J. 
Roberts a Missionary of theirs, until informed by him that he 
chooses to become such, and that he is disposed to submit to 
the same terms and regulations by which all other Missionaries 
of the Board in similar circumstances are governed.
As Brother Roberts originally left the country under the pa­
tronage of the R. F. and C. M. S., and has hitherto conducted 
his correspondence with them, it is thought proper, that they 
should be the medium of communication with him up to the 
time when he shall signify to the Board of the General Con­
vention his desire to come under their patronage. From that 
period, he will be expected to make his reports, and address his 
official letters to them.
With sentiments of Fraternal regard,
I remain,
Truly your’s,
L. BOLLES, R. Sec'y.
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TREASURER’S ACCOUNT.
R e c e i p t s  f r o m  O c t o b e r  2 2 d ,  1 8 3 9 ,  t o  O c t o b e r  2 2 d ,  1 8 4 0 .
1 8 3 9 .
O c t o b e r  2 3 .
2 6 .
2 8 .
3 1 .
November.
A m o u n t  i n  t h e  T r e a s u r y , $ 4 3 5  6 2
J a s .  B u t t e r ,  p a id  s u b s c r ip t io n  t o  J .  L .  B u r r o w s ,  b y
W i l l i a m  C h a m p io n , 2  0 0
J a m e s  R o b e r t s o n ,  d o p e r  d o 1  0 0
M a r y  N a s h ,  o n  h e r  a n n u a l  s u b s c r ip t io n ,  , 
P e y t o n  C o o k — ( c o l le c t e d  b y  J .  L .  W a l l e r , )
2  0 0
5  0 0
J o h n  W h i t e , d o 5  0 0
M .  M .  D r a k e , d o y 2  0 0
M r s .  S t r a n g e , d o 1  0 0
M a j o r  H a r r i s , d o 1  0 0
M r .  L u c a s , d o 1  0 0
M r .  T h o n e , d o 1  0 0
O t h e r s  a t  S m it h ’ s  G r o v e , d o 3  5 0
S a l l y  B . H a y c r a f t ,  ( c o l le c t e d  b y  W m .  C .  B u c k , 1  0 0
M i s s  A nn L a m b , d o 5 0
A .  W a l t e r s , d o 5 0
T o  L a d i e s , d o 2 5
B .  T h u r m a n , d o 1  0 0
N .  T h u r m a n , d o 5 0
J o h n  D u n c a n , d o 5 0
H .  W .  T h o m a s , d o 5 0
M a r y  R a t h b o n e , d o 5 0
J o h n  A l l e n , d o 1  0 0
H .  T .  S m it h , d o 1  0 0
J o h n  B a r n e t , d o 1  0 0
A .  H a r d i n g , d o 1  0 0
W .  H .  T h o m a s , d o 1  0 0
M il d r e d  S h e r r e l , d o 5 0
J o h n  S c o t t , d o 5 0
M r s .  S c o t t , d o 5 0
M t .  T a b o r  c h u r c h  &  c o n g r e g a t i o n ,  d o 2 1  8 7
J a m e s  H a r l o w , d o 1  0 0
R ic h a r d  G a r n e t , d o 5 0
C o lle c t e d  a t  H o d g e n s v i l l e ,  b y  B r o t h e r  V a n m e t r e , 1 6  5 0
A l s o  t w o  g o l d  r i n g s  ( n o t  y e t  s o ld , )
T h r e e  S i s t e r s  a t  P l e a s a n t  G r o v e ,  b y  W m .  C .  B u c k , 1  2 5
P e r m e l i a  D o r s e y , d o 7 5
R i c h a r d  G lo r e , d o 2 0
V
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' N e w c a s t l e  c h u r c h  a n d  c o n g r e g a t i o n ,  d o  $ 2 4  3 1
M o u n t  P l e a s a n t  c o n g r e g a t io n ,  d o  4  0 0
A p r i l  1 3 .  E ld e r  C .  L o v e l a c e ,  c o l le c t e d  b y  E ld e r  M a t h e w s ,  1  0 0
M r s .  L o v e l a c e ,  d o  5 0
Y o u n g  M a s t e r  L o v e l a c e ,  d o  2 5
M i s s  L o v e l a c e ,  d o  2 5
M r s .  M a r y  A p r i c e ,  o n  h e r  l i f e  s u b s c r ip t io n .  4  0 0
J a m e s  E .  S t o n e ,  o n  s u b s c r ip t io n  to  J .  L .  B u r r o w s ,  3  0 0  
M r s .  M a r y  A n n  D u p u y ,  d o  b y  J . E .  S t o n e ,  1  0 0
M a r y  S a t n p s o n ,  d o  d o  1  0 0  
E l d e r  D .  C o lg a n ,  ( i n  p a r t  o f  b o o k s  s o ld  in  C o lu m b ia ,)  1 3  0 0
J u l y  3 .  M i r i a m  F .  B u c k ,  o n  l i f e  s u b s c r ip t io n ,  2  0 0
1 5 .  J e s s e  E n lo w ,  o n  s u b s c r ip t io n  t o  J .  L .  B u r r o w s ,  5  0 0
D o c t o r  C .  S e b a s t i a n ,  d o  b y  E ld e r  J .  B r o w n ,  5  0 0
W m .  R o b in s o n ,  d o  d o  5  0 0
P l e a s a n t  G r o v e  C .  M .  S o c i e t y ,  b y  S .  Y a g e r ,  1  0 6
J u l y  1 7 .  7  s u b s c r ip t io n s  f o r  C .  M .  A . ,  1 0  5 0
F o r  2 9  c o p ie s  o f  t h e  b o u n d  C .  M .  A .  a t  $ 1  7 5 ,  5 0  7 5
J a m e s  E l l i s o n ,  b y  J .  E l i o t ,  5  0 0
J o h n  B o y d ,  d o  5 0
J .  M o r r i s ,  d o  4  0 0
R .  P o s t l e w a i t ,  d o  5  0 0
W m .  M o r r i s o n ,  d o  1  5 0
J a c o b  E l i o t ,  o n  s u b s c r ip t io n s  f o r  C .  M .  A . ,  9 9  7 5
W m .  C .  E u c k ,  d o  d o  1 5  0 0
2 1 .  M a r y  N a s h ,  o n  h e r  a n n u a l  s u b s c r ip t io n ,  2  0 0
2 2 .  W m .  C .  B u c k ,  o n  s u b s c r ip t io n  f o r  C .  M .  A . ,  6  0 0  
M i s s  T a b i t h a  C h e n o w e t h ,  in  f u l l  o f  h e r  s u b s c r ip t io n ,  5  0 0
D .  R o b in s o n ,  fo r  C .  M .  A . ,  b y  E ld e r  R .  R u t h e r fo r d ,  1  5 0  
W m .  C .  B u c k ,  f o r  1 5  b o u n d  C .  M .  A .  G l a s g o w ,  2 6  2 5  
W m .  L a i r ,  o n  s u b ’ n .  to  J .  L .  B u r r o w s ,  b y  D .  C o l g a n ,  2  5 0  
B lo o m fie ld  C .  M .  S o c i e t y ,  b y  J .  L .  W a l l e r ,  2 1  7 5  
P l e a s a n t  G r o v e  C .  M .  S o c i e t y ,  b y  E l d e r  R i c e ,  1 3  0 0  
W m .  H a m s ,  2  5 0  
G .  S .  B r o w n i n g ,  b e s i d e s  p a y i n g  f o r  a  b o o k ,  2  2 5  
E ld e r  D . S .  C o lg a n ,  a s  l i f e  m e m b e r ,  2  5 0  
E l d e r  J .  H .  B r o w n ,  d o  2  5 0  
E l d e r  F .  A .  W i l l a r d ,  d o  2  0 0  
B r o t h e r  W m .  J a r v i s  d o  2  5 0  
B r o t h e r  J .  E l i o t ,  d o  2  5 0  
M r s .  A r a b e l l a  C h u r c h e l l ,  2  0 0  
L o u i s v i l l e  F e m a l e  B a p t i s t  M i s s i o n  S o c i e t y ,  2  5 0  
W m .  Q u in n ,  1  0 0  
E l d e r  J .  H .  B r o w n ,  i n  b e h a l f  o f  s e v e r a l  s u b s c r ib e r s
t o  J .  B u r r o w s ,  1 8  0 0
F o r  2 7  b o u n d  v o ls .  o f  C .  M .  A ,  4 8  6 8
Total, $943  44
6 0
Co n tr a , Ce .
M a r c h  1 0 .  B y  c a s h  p a id  f o r  b in d in g  5 9 2  c o p ie s  o f  t h e  C .  M .
A d v o c a t e ,  a t  2 0  c t s .  $ 1 1 8  4 0
B y  c a s h  f o r  p a p e r  a n d  t w i n e ,  a s  e n v e lo p e s  t o  C .
M .  A .  s e n t  o f f ,  5 0
J u l y  1 .  E x p e n c e s  o f  W m .  C .  B u c k  o n  s e v e r a l  a g e n c i e s ,  
fr o m  O c t .  2 2 ,  1 8 3 9 ,  to  J u l y  ] ,  1 8 4 0 ,
B y  c a s h  p a id  f o r  w r a p p i n g s  fo r  C .  M .  A .  s e n t  o ff ,
P o s t a g e  o n  le t t e r  e n c l o s i n g  m o n e y ,
B y  c a s h  p a id  to  P e n n  &  E l i o t  f o r  p r i n t i n g  C .  M .  A . ,
“  L e d g e r  a n d  d ir e c t io n  b o o k s  fo r  s a m e ,
“  P r i n t i n g  2 0 0  p r o s p e c t u s ’ f o r  t h e  A d v o c a t e ,
“  P o s t a g e  p a id  S o c i e t y ,
2 2 .  B y  c a s h  p a id  f o r  $ 1 0 0 ,  d r a f t  o n  B o s t o n ,  f o r i .  J .
R o b e r t s ,
B y  c a s h  p a id  f o r  t w o  a c c o u n t  b o o k s ,
“  “  t r a n s p o r t a t io n  o f  I .  J .  R ’s .  J o u r n a l ,
P o s t a g e  o n  le t t e r s  to  I .  J .  R o b e r t s  a n d  o t h e r s ,
1840.
I
T o  e r r o r  in  s e t t le m e n t  w i t h  P e n n  &  E l i o t ,
1 1 4 4
3 1
5 0
5 0 0 0 0
5 0 0
5 0 0
1 0 0
1 0 5 0 0
1 0 0
1 2 5
1 2 5
$ 7 5 1 6 5
1 9 1 7 9
1 5 0
B a l a n c e  i n  t h e  T r e a s u r y ,  $ 1 9 3  2 9
The undersigned, a Committee appointed to audit the Treasu­
rer’s Account, have examined the above, and find it correctly- 
drawn from the Society’s books, and accurately cast.
j: e u o t s t u s w i l l a r d - !  <“ «•
Louisville, Nov. 30, 1840.
